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TOWN  OFFICERS  FOR  1953 


Selectmen,  Board  of  Welfare  and  Board  of  Health 

EARLE  M.  SMITH,  Chairman  Board  of  Selectmen 
Board  of  Public  W  elf  are  and  Board  of  Health 
P.  0.  North  Dighton,  Mass. — Telephone  Taunton  2-4922 

WILLIAM  F.  BENEVIDES,  P.  0.  Dighton,  Mass. 
Telephone  Dighton  3021 

JOSEPH  REGO  SILVIA,  P.  O.  Dighton,  Mass. 
Telephone  Dighton  3273 

Town  Clerk,  Treasurer,  Town  Collector  and  Agent  of  Board  of  Health 

PERCY  B.  SIMMONS,  P.  0.  North  Dighton,  Mass. 
Telephone  Dighton  4241  (Residence  Taunton  4-6465) 

Auditor 

RUTH  D.  DEEMING,  P.  0.  Segreganset,  Mass. 
Telephone  Dighton  3431 

Assessors 

FRANK  R.  O’CONNELL,  Chairman 
P.  0.  North  Dighton,  Mass. 

Telephone  Taunton  2-0577 

RAYMOND  A.  HORTON,  P.  0.  Dighton,  Mass. 
Telephone  Dighton  2158 

HAROLD  M.  MENDOZA,  P.  0.  Dighton,  Mass. 
Telephone  Dighton  4861 

Superintendent  of  Streets 

HENRY  P.  GOFF,  P.  0.  North  Dighton,  Mass. 
Telephone  Taunton  2-3583 
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Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 

DONALD  B.  HATHAWAY,  P.  0.  Segreganset,  Mass. 

Telephone  Dighton  3791 

Finance  Committee 

ROBERT  H.  LEEMING,  Chairman 
CHARLES  W.  HARRIS,  Clerk 
ELLIOTT  D.  COLE  G.  RUSSELL  HORTON 

LOUIS  CONSTANTINE,  JR.  WILLIAM  MARSDEN 

HAMILTON  SWEET 

School  Committee 

WYMAN  E.  HAWKES,  Chairman 
P.  0.  Segreganset,  Mass. 

CATHERINE  C.  CARR,  Secretary 
P.  0.  North  Dighton,  Mass. 

PETER  R.  TUTTLE,  Financial  Secretary 
P.  0.  North  Dighton,  Mass. 

JOHN  GRAY,  P.  0.  North  Dighton,  Mass. 

HERBERT  HOLT,  P.  0.  North  Dighton,  Mass. 

LAWRENCE  MENDOZA,  P.  0.  Dighton,  Mass. 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

JOHN  J.  ROLFE,  P.  0.  North  Dighton,  Mass. 
Telephone  Taunton  2-0698 

Town  Nurse 

MRS.  ESTHER  BOWDEN,  R.N.,  P.  0.  Dighton,  Mass. 

Telephone  Dighton  2141 

Moth  Superintendent 

GEORGE  W.  ROSE,  P.  0.  Dighton,  Mass. 
Telephone  Dighton  2551 
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Tree  Warden 

HENRY  P.  GOFF,  P.  0.  North  Dighton,  Mass. 
Telephone  Taunton  2-3583 

Forest  Fire  Warden 

DONALD  HATHAWAY,  P.  0.  Segreganset,  Mass. 

Chief  of  Fire  Department 

DONALD  HATHAWAY,  P.  0.  Segreganset,  Mass. 
Telephone  Dighton  3791 

Chief  of  Police 

WILBUR  S.  MENGES,  P.  0.  Dighton,  Mass. 
Telephone  Dighton  3571 
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ACCOUNT  OF  AUDIT 


Mr.  Herman  B.  Dine 
Director  of  Accounts 

Department  of  Corporations  and  Taxation 
State  House,  Boston 

Sir: 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  made  an  audit 
of  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Town  of  Dighton  for  the 
period  from  November  20,  1951,  the  date  of  the  previous  audit, 
to  March  14,  1953,  and  submit  the  following  report  thereon: 

The  records  of  financial  transactions  of  the  several  depart¬ 
ments  receiving  or  disbursing  money  for  the  town  or  com¬ 
mitting  bills  for  collection  were  examined,  checked  and  verified 
by  comparison  with  the  books  of  the  town  treasurer  and  the 
town  auditor. 

The  general  and  appropriation  accounts  in  the  ledgers 
were  analyzed.  The  receipts,  as  recorded,  were  checked  with 
the  departmental  records  and  with  the  treasurer’s  books,  while 
the  payments  were  compared  with  the  treasury  warrants 
authorizing  the  disbursement  of  town  funds.  The  appropri¬ 
ations,  as  recorded  on  the  ledgers,  were  checked  with  the 
amounts  voted  by  the  town,  as  shown  on  the  town  clerk’s  record 
of  town  meetings,  the  transfers  from  the  reserve  fund  were 
compared  with  the  amounts  authorized  by  the  finance  commit¬ 
tee,  and  a  balance  sheet,  which  is  appended  to  this  report,  was 
prepared  showing  the  financial  condition  of  the  town  on  March 
14, 1953. 

In  the  examination  of  the  appropriation  accounts  it  was 
noted  that  an  appropriation  is  made  annually  under  the  head¬ 
ing  “General  Government,”  and  to  this  account  have  been 
charged  items  for  which  specific  appropriations  should  be 
voted.  In  this  connection  it  is  recommended  that  greater  con¬ 
sideration  be  given  to  the  preparation  of  the  annual  budget, 
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so  that  annually  recurring  expenses  may  be  specifically  pro¬ 
vided  for  under  a  proper  functional  designation. 

The  books  and  accounts  of  the  former  town  treasurer  were 
examined  and  checked  preparatory  to  the  transfer  of  books 
and  of  cash  and  savings  deposits  to  the  newly  elected  treasurer. 
The  receipts,  as  recorded,  were  compared  with  the  records  of 
the  several  departments  collecting  money  for  the  town  and 
with  other  sources  from  which  money  was  paid  into  the  town 
treasury,  while  the  payments  were  checked  with  the  warrants 
of  the  selectmen  authorizing  the  disbursement  of  town  funds. 
The  cash  balance  on  March  14,  1953  was  proved  by  reconcili¬ 
ation  of  the  bank  balances  with  statements  furnished  by  the 
banks  of  deposit  and  by  actual  count  of  the  cash  in  the  office. 

The  records  of  payroll  deductions  for  federal  taxes  and 
for  the  county  retirement  system  were  examined  and  checked, 
and  the  payments  to  the  Director  of  Internal  Revenue  and  to 
the  county  treasurer  were  compared  with  the  amounts  with¬ 
held  from  employees’  salaries  and  wages. 

The  payments  on  account  of  maturing  debt  and  interest 
were  checked  with  the  amounts  falling  due  and  with  the  can¬ 
celled  securities  on  file. 

The  savings  bank  books  representing  the  investment  of 
the  trust  funds  in  the  custody  of  the  town  treasurer  were  ex¬ 
amined  and  listed.  The  income  was  proved  and  the  transfers 
to  the  town  were  checked  with  the  treasurer’s  recorded  re¬ 
ceipts. 

The  records  of  tax  titles  and  tax  possessions  were  exam¬ 
ined  and  checked.  The  transfers  to  the  tax  title  account  were 
checked  with  the  tax  books,  the  redemption  of  tax  titles  and 
sale  of  tax  possessions  were  verified,  and  the  tax  titles  and 
tax  possessions  on  hand  were  listed,  reconciled  with  the  audi¬ 
tor’s  ledger  and  compared  with  the  records  in  the  Registry  of 
Deeds. 

The  books  and  accounts  of  the  tax  collector  were  exam¬ 
ined  and  checked.  The  town  and  district  taxes  and  motor 
vehicle  and  trailer  excise  outstanding  at  the  time  of  the  pre¬ 
vious  examination,  as  well  as  all  subsequent  commitments, 
were  audited  and  checked  with  the  warrants  issued  for  their 
collection.  The  payments  to  the  town  and  district  treasurers 
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were  compared  with  the  treasurers’  cash  books,  the  recorded 
abatements  were  compared  with  the  assessors’  records  of 
abatements  granted,  and  the  outstanding  accounts  were  listed 
and  reconciled  with  the  respective  ledger  accounts. 

The  records  of  departmental  accounts  receivable  were 
examined  and  checked.  The  charges  were  proved,  the  reported 
payments  to  the  treasurer  were  compared  with  the  treasurer’s 
cash  book,  and  the  outstanding  accounts  were  listed  and  recon¬ 
ciled  with  the  respective  ledger  accounts. 

Verification  of  the  outstanding  accounts  was  made  by 
mailing  notices  to  a  number  of  persons  whose  names  appeared 
on  the  books  as  owing  money  to  the  town  and  districts,  the 
replies  received  thereto  indicating  that  the  accounts,  as  listed, 
are  correct. 

The  records  of  receipts  from  licenses  and  permits  issued 
by  the  selectmen  and  the  town  clerk,  and  by  the  police  and 
health  departments  were  examined  and  checked,  the  payments 
to  the  State  and  to  the  town  treasurer  being  verified. 

The  surety  bonds  of  the  several  officials  required  to  file 
them  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties  were  ex¬ 
amined  and  found  to  be  in  proper  form. 

In  addition  to  the  departments  mentioned,  the  books  and 
accounts  of  all  other  departments  collecting  money  for  the  town 
or  committing  bills  for  collection  were  examined  and  checked, 
the  recorded  collections  being  compared  with  the  treasurer’s 
books. 

Appended  to  this  report,  in  addition  to  the  balance  sheet, 
are  tables  showing  reconciliations  of  the  treasurer’s  and  the 
collector’s  cash,  summaries  of  the  tax,  motor  vehicle  and  trailer 
excise,  tax  title,  tax  possession  and  departmental  accounts,  as 
well  as  tables  showing  the  condition  and  transactions  of  the 
trust  funds. 

For  the  cooperation  extended  by  the  town  officials  during 
the  progress  of  the  audit,  I  wish,  on  behalf  of  my  assistants 
and  for  myself,  to  express  appreciation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  SCHWARTZ, 
Assistant  Director  of  Accounts. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 


The  1953  report  of  the  Town  of  Dighton  will  show  that 
the  financial  affairs  have  been  ably  handled  and  in  only  three 
instances  have  accounts  been  overdrawn.  This  is  a  tribute  to 
the  Department  Heads  and  to  the  Selectmen.  This  Committee 
takes  modest  pride  in  the  fact  that  it  had  a  part  in  this  achieve¬ 
ment  through  its  careful  investigation  of  all  budgets  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year.  Our  thanks  are  expressed  to  the  people 
who  are  entrusted  with  Town  Funds  for  their  cooperation  with 
our  committee  and  in  striving  to  operate  within  their  allo¬ 
cation. 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE 
G.  RUSSELL  HORTON 
LOUIS  CONSTANTINE,  JR. 
WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  JR. 

ELLIOTT  COLE 
HAMILTON  H.  SWEET 
CHARLES  W.  HARRIS,  Clerk 
ROBERT  H.  LEEMING,  Chairman 
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REPORT  OF  SELECTMEN 


To  the  Citizens  of  Dighton : 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  respectfully  presents  for  your 
consideration  the  reports  of  the  various  Town  Departments. 

At  the  annual  Town  Meeting  for  election  of  Officers  on 
March  2,  1953,  the  offices  of  Tax  Collector,  Town  Clerk  and 
Town  Treasurer  were  combined  by  the  election  of  Tax  Collector 
Percy  Simmons  as  Town  Clerk  and  Treasurer. 

The  North  Primary  School  is  now  known  as  the  Veterans' 
Memorial  Hall.  By  removing  a  partition,  one  large  room  has 
been  formed.  This  room  is  a  convenient  place  for  civic  organ¬ 
izations  to  meet.  The  Mt.  Hope  Finishing  Company  is  renting 
one  room  in  this  building  for  office  space. 

At  State  and  Federal  elections,  voting  in  Precinct  A  will 
take  place  at  the  Veterans'  Memorial  Hall. 

An  auction  was  held  on  April  25th  at  the  North  Elemen¬ 
tary  School  on  the  contents  from  all  three  schools  that  were 
no  longer  in  use.  A  sum  of  $201.85  was  realized  from  that  sale. 

Bids  were  received  for  the  razing  of  the  North  Elementary 
School.  The  bid  of  $530.00  by  Wordell  Plumbing  Company  was 
accepted  by  the  Board.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  the 
disposition  of  the  South  School  has  not  been  completed. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  newly  formed  Dighton  Junior  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce  for  their  fine  work  in  repainting  the  Street 
signs. 

A  drive  held  for  the  Worcester  Tornado  Relief  Committee 
realized  a  sum  of  $343.15.  The  organizations  assisting  in  this 
work  were  the  Police  Association,  Firemen's  Association, 
Dighton  Rock  Grange  and  the  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

The  testing  for  Dutch  Elm  disease  showed  that  47  trees 
were  afflicted  with  the  disease;  21  were  removed  with  the 
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money  that  was  available.  More  funds  should  be  provided  for 
the  control  of  this  disease. 

By  adding  a  new  truck  and  loader  to  the  Street  Depart¬ 
ment  and  with  the  extra  $1,000  appropriation,  several  streets 
which  were  in  need  of  gravel  were  taken  care  of,  namely,  sec¬ 
tions  of  Horton,  Oak  and  Cedar  Streets. 

We  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  to  the  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee  and  all  other  Town  Officials  and  employees  for  their 
co-operation  and  assistance  in  conducting  Town  business. 

EARLE  M.  SMITH,  Chairman 
WILLIAM  F.  BENEVIDES 
JOSEPH  REGO  SILVIA 

Selectmen  of  Dighton. 


REPORT  OF 

THE  BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 


To  the  Citizens  of  Dighton: 

The  financial  status  of  the  various  categories  of  relief 

showed  a  town  balance  in  each  category  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

'  ",  ■  r  \  -r  ' 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children  category  aided  7  cases  repre¬ 
senting  5  eligible  grantee  relatives  and  16  children.  Town  ap¬ 
propriation  was  in  the  amount  of  $5,000.00  and  expenditures 
from  the  town  appropriation  amounted  to  $4,186.72,  leaving 
a  balance  of  $813.28.  In  addition  to  town  expense,  U.  S.  Grants 
amounted  to  $4,271.31.  Total  expenditures  in  this  category 
were  $8,458.03.  ■■■■<■■. 

Disability  Assistance  aided  7  cases  during  the  year.  Town 
appropriation  was  $3,500.00  and  expenditures  under  this  ap¬ 
propriation  were  $3,241.64,  showing  a  balance  of  $258.36.  In 
addition  to  town  expense,  the  sum  of  $3,568.58  was  used  from 
the  U.  S.  Grants.  Total  expenditures  amounted  to  $6,810.22. 
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Old  Age  Assistance  town  appropriation  was  in  the  amount 
of  $25,000.00  with  total  town  expense  of  $24,933.61,  leaving  a 
balance  of  $66.39,  and  in  addition  $19,529.27  was  expended 
from  U.  S.  Grants.  Total  expenditures  of  $44,462.88  made  for 
assistance  to  58  cases  aided  in  this  town  and  6  cases  aided  in 
other  cities  and  towns.  The  sum  of  $1,463.90  was  received  for 
1  Old  Age  Assistance  Lien  Recovery. 

Welfare  appropriation  of  $4,500.00  showed  a  substantial 
balance  of  $2,256.83,  for  the  reason  that  case  load  decreased 
for  recipients  aided  in  this  town,  as  well  as  town  settled  cases 
aided  in  other  cities  and  towns.  Medical  care  required  for  re¬ 
cipients  in  this  category  also  decreased.  During  the  year  8  cases 
representing  34  persons  received  assistance  from  this  town.  The 
sum  of  $94.50  was  paid  for  2  cases  residing  in  another  city 
or  town,  aided  under  this  category.  Total  expenditures 
amounted  to  $2,243.17.  Since  need  is  the  basic  factor  in  de¬ 
termining  eligibility,  it  is  our  endeavor  to  aid  all  needy  cases 
applying  for  relief,  regardless  of  category,  however  we  have 
no  alternative  but  to  comply  with  the  law. 

The  generous  gift  of  $500.00  to  the  Dighton  Christmas 
Basket  Fund,  donated  by  the  Taunton  Greyhound  Association, 
brought  happiness  and  gifts  to  74  needy  cases,  and  in  behalf 
of  these  recipients  we  extend  our  “most  sincere  thanks”  to 
the  Taunton  Greyhound  Association. 

Our  appreciation  is  expressed  to  the  State  Department  of 
Public  Welfare  and  the  Bureau  of  Accounts,  for  assistance  and 
courtesies  rendered. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

EARLE  M.  SMITH,  Chairman 
WILLIAM  F.  BENEVIDES 
JOSEPH  REGO  SILVIA 

Board  of  Public  Welfare. 
BELLA  M.  BOUCHER, 


Social  Worker. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


A  drive  was  conducted  by  the  members  of  the  Dighton 
Fire  Department  for  the  purchase  of  an  ambulance  to  replace 
the  one  that  has  been  in  use  several  years.  In  February,  1953, 
the  keys  to  the  new  ambulance  were  presented  to  the  Town 
and  were  in  turn  turned  over  to  the  care  of  the  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment. 

-i  .  -  '•'* '  -i ; 

During  the  year  the  Board  received  instruction  in  the  test¬ 
ing  of  private  wells  from  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health. 

A  matter  of  much  concern  to  the  Health  Department  is 
that  of  the  manner  in  which  the  dumps  are  littered  with  rub¬ 
bish  being  spread  all  over  the  place,  necessitating  the  frequent 
use  of  bulldozers  to  push  it  back.  The  sum  of  $465.00  was  spent 
for  bulldozing,  $380.00  from  Board  of  Health  and  $85.00  from 
Street  Department.  That  is  not  considering  the  amounts  spent 
by  the  Fire  Departments  for  burning  over  the  dumps. 

A  detailed  report  of  the  Health  Department  is  covered 
in  the  report  of  the  Town  Nurse  whom  we  wish  to  thank  for 
her  co-operation  in  matters  of  this  department. 

EARLE  M.  SMITH,  Chairman 
WILLIAM  F.  BENEVIDES 
JOSEPH  REGO  SILVIA 


Board  of  Health. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMUNITY  NURSE 


To  the  Board  of  Health 
Gentlemen  : 

The  program  of  Community  Nursing  has  been  performed 
much  the  same  as  during  the  previous  years. 

Bedside  nursing  and  post  hospitalization  care  were  high¬ 
est  among  the  services  requested  by  the  residents  of  Dighton. 
Regular  scheduled  injections  were  also  a  part  of  the  services 
rendered.  Other  less  frequently  required  services  include  emer¬ 
gency  treatment  and  first  aid,  aid  to  new  mothers  and  assist¬ 
ance  to  ambulatory  and  other  patients  needing  transportation 
to  hospitals,  clinics  and  doctors’  offices  in  nearby  towns  and 
cities,  including  Boston. 

An  increase  in  the  attendance  at  the  annual  clinics  was 
again  recorded  this  year.  Forty-two  children  were  vaccinated 
at  the  Pre-school  clinic,  as  compared  to  twenty-eight  at  the 
1952  clinic.  The  Immunization  Clinic  offers  a  series  of  three 
triple  antigen  injections  combating  diphtheria,  whooping  cough 
and  tetanus.  A  booster  dose  of  double  antigen  is  offered  chil¬ 
dren  who  have  previously  completed  the  first  series. 

Although  several  cases  of  communicable  diseases  among 
children  were  reported,  at  no  time  did  they  become  numerous 
enough  to  be  of  epidemic  force.  Necessary  precautions  were 
taken  with  the  school  children. 

Again  we  were  indeed  fortunate  that  no  new  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  were  reported  in  Dighton. 

Several  baskets  were  distributed  at  Thanksgiving  and 
Christmas. 

I  again  wish  to  thank  you,  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  and  Town  Officials  for  your  continued  support  and 
cooperation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ESTHER  BOWDEN,  R.N. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 


Balance  in  Treasury  Jan.  1,  1953 
Total  Receipts  in  1953 


Selectmen’s  Warrants  Paid  in  1953 

Balance  in  Treasury  Dec.  31,  1953 
See  Auditor’s  Report 


$133,017.67 

452,875.07 

$585,892.74 

$461,271.10 

$124,621.64 


PERCY  B.  SIMMONS, 

Town  Treasurer. 
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REPORT  OF  CEMETERY  FUND 


Amount  of 
Fund 

On  Deposit 
Jan. 1, 1953 

Interest 

Rec’d 

Paid  for 
Care 

Sarah  Babbitt 

$100.00 

$206.01 

$5.44 

$4.00 

Briggs  Lot 

125.00 

232.73 

5.84 

12.00 

Mary  J.  Briggs 

100.00 

124.10 

3.11 

.... 

George  E.  Francis 

100.00 

158.13 

3.98 

.... 

Joseph  Gooding 

142.75 

173.43 

4.35 

.... 

Truman  N.  Goff 

100.00 

137.01 

3.48 

.  .  .  . 

George  H.  Horton 

100.00 

183.51 

4.79 

6.00 

Nelson  Horton 

100.00 

165.66 

4.36 

Sylvanus  Jones 

100.00 

194.81 

5.14 

5.00 

Josiah  R.  Talbot 

100.00 

147.32 

3.67 

6.00 

Dr.  A.  J.  Smith 

150.00 

174.98 

3.50 

.... 

Martha  L.  Smith 

50.00 

50.85 

1.01 

.... 

Nathan  Walker 

100.00 

116.81 

2.93 

6.00 

William  Walker 

250.00 

303.64 

7.63 

10.00 

Williams  Lot 

100.00 

178.92 

4.49 

4.00 

Thomas  B.  Withered 

100.00 

126.50 

3.47 

.... 

Benjamin  F.  Goff 

100.00 

137.94 

3.62 

David  W.  Francis 

100.00 

131.08 

3.29 

N.  Allen  Walker 

150.98 

296.22 

7.44 

10.00 

Oliver  F.  Simmons 

721.00 

721.00 

18.14 

25.50 

Francis  J.  Wheeler 

100.00 

123.19 

3.09 

William  D.  Goff 

100.00 

114.46 

2.87 

Robert  S.  Waterman 

100.00 

119.63 

3.00 

Josephine  G.  Thaxter 

100.00 

117.50 

3.08 

4.00 

Submit  Babbitt 

50.00 

54.50 

1.37 

Ebenezer  Gay 

50.00 

54.16 

1.36 

2.00 

Emerson  W.  Goff 

100.00 

123.58 

3.10 

.... 

Shubel  Wheeler 

100.00 

103.06 

2.07 

Westcott  &  McNally 

200.00 

211.77 

4.24 

.... 
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Wendell  Weed  100. 

Emeline  Williams  100. 

Zenas  H.  Goff  200. 

Job  Pauli  100. 

Albert  F.  Goff  50. 

Edgar  A.  Essex  200. 

John  H.  Horton  100. 

John  H.  Harlow  100. 

Alfred  A.  Horton  100. 

Ephira  Goff  100. 

Helen  C.  Briggs  75. 

Bliss-Westcoat  Lot  200. 

Joshua  Bliss  5,000. 

Bliss-Arthur  A.  Hathaway  200. 
E.  &  J.  Lincoln  200. 

Gilbert  Strange  200. 

Charles  E.  Carr  500. 

Nancy  C.  Jones  150. 

Jesse  P.  Goff  100. 

Emery  White  100. 

Elbridge  G.  Francis  200. 

Harriet  M.  Briggs  200. 

Etta  Westcott  100. 


106.63 

2.67 

.... 

102.37 

2.54 

4.91 

238.23 

5.99 

.  ... 

123.31 

3.09 

.  .  .  . 

51.84 

1.03 

.... 

226.64 

5.98 

5.00 

108.96 

2.73 

.... 

106.14 

2.80 

.  .  .  . 

107.77 

2.84 

.  .  .  . 

108.15 

2.85 

•  .  .  . 

85.00 

2.24 

1.50 

212.19 

5.59 

•  •  .  • 

5,244.92 

138.56 

57.00 

220.57 

5.82 

5.00 

216.75 

5.63 

12.00 

205.14 

5.32 

10.46 

511.61 

13.51 

12.00 

164.95 

4.35 

.  .  .  . 

103.32 

2.69 

5.00 

106.85 

2.79 

5.00 

209.69 

5.53 

.  .  .  . 

205.19 

5.41 

.  .  .  • 

100.19 

2.64 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT 


The  regular  annual  Town  Meeting  for  Election  of  Offi¬ 
cers  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall  on  March  2,  1953.  Meeting  was 
called  to  order  at  10:00  A.  M.  by  the  Town  Clerk  in  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  the  Moderator,  and  Elaine  Varley  was  elected  Moder¬ 
ator  pro-tem.  The  polls  were  opened  for  voting  at  10:01  A.  M. 
and  balloting  was  under  the  supervision  of  the  following  Elec¬ 
tion  Officers:  Elaine  Varley,  Catherine  Sherman,  Helen  At¬ 
wood,  Mary  S.  Perry,  Hazel  Reed,  Florence  I.  Perry,  Selma  V. 
Wall,  Frank  H.  Boothby,  Mary  Allie  and  Bernice  Darling.  The 
polls  were  closed  at  8:00  o’clock  P.  M.  Total  number  of  votes 
were  1,066.  Ballots  having  been  assorted  and  counted,  the  re¬ 
sults  were  declared  as  follows : 

Moderator  for  one  year — Wayne  M.  Philbrook. 

Selectmen  for  three  years — Earle  M.  Smith. 

Board  of  Public  Welfare  for  three  years — Earle  M.  Smith. 

Town  Clerk  for  three  years — Percy  B.  Simmons. 

Collector  of  Taxes  for  three  years — Percy  B.  Simmons. 

Auditor  for  one  year — Ruth  D.  Leeming. 

Town  Treasurer  for  one  year — Percy  B.  Simmons. 

Assessor  for  three  years — Raymond  A.  Horton. 

School  Committee  for  three  years — Herbert  Holt  and  John 
Gray. 

Trustees  of  Public  Library  for  three  years — Jerome  Greer. 

Tree  Warden  for  one  year — Henry  P.  Goff. 

Oyster  Warden  for  one  year — Joseph  A.  Allie,  John  Rolfe 
and  Manuel  Costa. 

Fish  Warden  for  one  year — Joseph  A.  Allie,  John  Rolfe 
and  Manuel  Costa. 
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The  regular  annual  Town  Meeting  was  held  in  the  Town 
Hall  on  March  9,  1953.  Moderator  Wayne  M.  Philbrook  called 
the  meeting  to  order  at  7 :30  P.  M. 

Voted :  To  accept  the  various  reports  of  Town  Officials  as 
published  in  Town  Officers’  Report  for  1952. 

Voted:  That  the  Board  of  Selectmen  be  authorized  to  ap¬ 
point  all  necessary  Town  Officials  and  Committees. 

Voted:  That  the  Town  Treasurer  be  bonded  for  $24,700 
and  the  Town  Tax  Collector  be  bonded  for  $28,200. 

Voted:  That  the  salaries  of  Elected  Town  Officials  be 


established  for  1953  as  follows: 

Moderator 
Town  Treasurer 
Town  Clerk 
Town  Collector 
Town  Auditor 

Selectmen  : 

Chairman 
Two  Others 

Assessors: 

Chairman 

Clerk 

Others 

Tree  Warden 

Board  of  Health : 
Chairman 
Others 

Board  of  Public  Welfare 
Chairman 
Others 

School  Board : 

Secretary 

Voted:  To  accept  the  report 
printed. 


$20.00 

1,050.00 

550.00 

1,150.00 

369.50 


440.00 
200.00  each 


500.00 
500.00 
400.00  each 

35.00 


200.00 

100.00  each 

200.00 

100.00  each 

25.00 

of  the  Finance  Committee  as 
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Voted:  That  the  Town  raise  by  taxation,  and/or  by  trans¬ 
fer  of  available  funds  from  the  Surplus  Revenue  Account,  the 
following  appropriations  necessary  to  defray  Town  charges  and 
assessments  as  approved  by  the  Finance  Committee : 


New  Elementary  School  Bonds 

Interest  on  N.  Elementary  School  Bonds 

School  Department 

High  School  Athletic  Fund 

Public  Library 

Public  Welfare 

Old  Age  Assistance 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children 

Disability  Assistance 

Veterans’  Benefits 

General  Relief  Administration 

Board  of  Health 

Fire  Department 

Police  Department 

Street  Department 

Sidewalk  Maintenance 

Chapter  81 — Highway  Fund 

Chapter  90 — Maintenance  Account 

Dighton-Berkley  Bridge 

Gypsy  Moth  Department 

Care  of  Town  Elms 

Mosquito  Control 

Memorial  Day  Observance 

General  Government 

Civil  Defense 

Tax  Title  Costs 

County  Retirement  Assessment 


$25,000.00 

9,790.00 

178,258.00 

1,000.00 

1,650.00 

4,500.00 

25,000.00 

5,000.00 

3,500.00 

3,200.00 

1,500.00 

4,159.08 

6,498.60 

5,230.00 

5,500.00 

400.00 

7,200.00 

500.00 

900.00 

500.00 

1,500.00 

250.00 

125.00 

15,813.00 

250.00 

200.00 

1,511.86 


Voted  to  take  up  Article  23  at  this  time.  James  K.  Allen, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Disposition  of  Unused  School 
Buildings  and  Contents,  gave  a  verbal  report.  Voted:  That  this 
report  be  accepted  as  a  report  of  progress. 


Moderator  declared  a  recess  at  9 : 03  P.  M. 


20 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


The  Special  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  9:11 
P.  M.  on  March  9, 1953. 

Voted:  To  accept  the  verbal  report  as  given  by  Arnold  E. 
Wordell,  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

Voted:  That  the  Treasurer  with  the  approval  of  the  Select¬ 
men  be  authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction  or  private  sale,  the 
South  School  Building  and  land  with  the  right  to  accept  or 
reject  any  or  all  bids  and  to  authorize  said  Selectmen  to  grant 
priority  rights  in  this  order:  first,  to  industry;  second,  to  some 
civic  or  religious  organization ;  third,  to  arrange  for  razing  the 
structure  for  salvage. 

Voted:  That  the  North  Primary  School  be  established  as 
a  civic  center  to  be  known  as  the  Veterans’  Memorial  Hall, 
administered  by  the  Veterans  under  regulations  established 
by  the  Selectmen  and  maintained  by  appropriations  from  the 
Town. 

Voted:  That  the  sum  of  $1,000.00  be  raised  and  appro¬ 
priated  to  make  needed  repairs  or  alterations  in  the  North  Pri¬ 
mary  School  to  make  it  suitable  for  meetings  of  Veterans 
and  civic  groups. 

v  *■  .  *  -,*.*■- 

Voted:  That  the  sum  of  $500.00  be  raised  and  appropri¬ 
ated  to  maintain  the  Veterans’  Memorial  Hall  for  the  year 
1953. 

Voted:  That  the  North  Elementary  School  be  razed  with 
arrangements  to  be  the  responsibility  of  the  Selectmen. 

Voted:  That  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Selectmen,  be  authorized  to  sell  at  public  auction  or  private 
sale,  any  or  all  school  land  not  in  use. 

Special  Town  Meeting  adjourned  at  10:20  P.  M. 

w  "  v 

At  10:22  P.  M.  the  regular  Town  Meeting  was  resumed. 

Voted:  To  transfer  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $5,000.00 
from  the  Reserve  Fund  (Overlay  Surplus)  to  Reserve  Account- 
Appropriated  in  accordance  with  Chapter  40,  Section  6,  Gen¬ 
eral  Laws. 
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Voted:  To  transfer  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $1,000.00 
from  the  Road  Machinery  Fund  to  the  Road  Machinery  Ac¬ 
count  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  expenses  of  operating  Town- 
owned  Highway  Equipment. 

Voted:  To  appropriate  the  Dog  Tax  Refund  in  the  amount 
of  $524.63  for  the  use  of  the  Elementary  School  Library. 

Voted:  To  authorize  the  transfer  of  unappropriated  avail¬ 
able  funds  in  the  Treasury  to  Highway  Revenue  in  anticipation 
of  reimbursement  from  the  State  and  County  for  Chapter  81 
and  90  Highway  Maintenance. 

Voted:  To  authorize  the  Board  of  Assessors  to  use 
$11,275.00  of i  available  free  cash  in  Excess  and  Deficiency 
(Surplus  Revenue)  for  the  reduction  of  1953  tax  levy,  in  an¬ 
ticipation  of  reimbursement  from  the  State  in  accordance  with 
Chapter  645  Acts  of  1948  as  amended. 

Voted:  To  authorize  the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time  in 
anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the  financial  year  beginning 
January  1,  1953  and  to  issue  a  note  or  notes  therefor,  payable 
within  one  year,' and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be 
given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one  year  in  accordance  with 
Section  17,  Chapter  44,  General  Laws. 

Voted:  To  set  the  compensation  of  laborers  employed  by 
the  Town  in  the  Highway  Department  at  $1.12 i/2  per  hour. 

Voted:  To  authorize  the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  sell  at  public  auction  or  private  sale, 
all  properties  which  the  Town  has  legally  acquired  by  Tax 
Title. 

Voted:  To  make  changes  in  grade,  take  land  by  purchase 
of  eminent  domain,  and  to  settle  damages  for  land  taken  in 
conjunction  with  the  1953  Highway  Program  under  Chapter 
81  and  Chapter  90. 

Voted:  To  transfer  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $7,500.00 
from  Excess  and  Deficiency  (Surplus  Revenue)  to  a  Fire  Truck 
Account,  for  the  purchase  of  a  fire  truck  as  a  replacement  for 
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tank  truck  No.  5,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Select¬ 
men  and  the  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department. 

Voted:  To  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $1,000.00  in 
accordance  with  House  Bill  No.  2242  for  the  retirement  of 
the  Town  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  Dwight  F.  Lane.  This  motion 
was  carried  by  a  rising  vote,  at  which  time  Clayton  Atwood 
entered  the  following  resolution  for  adoption : 

WHEREAS :  Mr.  Dwight  F.  Lane  has  honorably  served 
the  Town  of  Dighton  for  a  period  of  fifty-five  years,  and 

WHEREAS :  He  has  not  only  served  as  Town  Clerk,  Town 
Treasurer,  Town  Auditor,  Clerk  of  the  Registrars  of  Voters, 
Agent  of  the  Board  of  Health,  Agent  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Welfare,  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  a  Trustee  and  one  of  the 
Founders  of  the  Public  Library,  Chief  of  the  Dighton  Fire  De¬ 
partment  and  a  Constable  and  Police  Officer,  but  has  also 
served  as  a  Representative  to  the  General  Court  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  two  terms,  a  Member  of  the 
Constitution  Convention  in  1916,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
a  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  Dighton  Company  of  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  National  Guard  during  World  War  I,  and 

WHEREAS :  He  has  also  demonstrated  outstanding  leader¬ 
ship  and  support  of  various  civic,  educational,  fraternal  and 
religious  activities,  and 

WHEREAS :  Owing  to  his  advanced  years,  having  recently 
passed  his  ninetieth  birthday,  he  had  decided  to  retire  from 
public  office,  be  it — 

RESOLVED :  That  the  citizens  of  this  Town  in  open  Town 
Meeting  do  thus  publicly  express  their  appreciation  and  grati¬ 
tude  for  his  long  and  faithful  service,  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED :  That  in  extending  their  thanks,  they  wish 
for  Mr.  Lane  many  years  of  health  and  happiness,  and  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED:  That  this  vote  be  spread  upon  the  Records 
of  the  Town  and  a  copy  thereof  be  presented  to  Mr.  Lane. 

Vote  was  carried  unanimously. 
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Voted:  To  transfer  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $5,000.00 
from  the  Road  Machinery  Fund  and  $1,000.00  from  the  Excess 
and  Deficiency  (Surplus  Revenue)  to  an  Industrial  Tractor 
Loader  Account  for  the  purchase  of  an  industrial  tractor  loader, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Super¬ 
intendent  of  Streets. 

Voted:  To  authorize  the  Treasurer  with  the  approval  of 
the  Selectmen,  to  sell  at  public  auction  or  private  sale,  the 
O.  C.  D.  pump  at  the  North  Dighton  Fire  Station. 

Voted:  To  transfer  the  old  ambulance  to  the  Civil  Defense. 

Voted:  To  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $300.00  for 
printing  and  publishing  the  Real  Estate  and  Personal  Property 
Assessments. 

Voted:  To  accept  the  report  of  the  Elementary  School 
Building  Committee  as  printed  in  the  Town  Report  of  1952  as 
a  report  of  progress,  and  that  the  first  statement  be  amended 
to  read  ‘nearly  completed’  instead  of  ‘completed’. 

Voted:  To  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Selectmen,  to  sell  at  public  auction  or  private  sale,  the 
contents  and  equipment  of  the  North  Elementary  School,  North 
Primary  School  and  the  South  School. 

Voted:  To  accept  a  street  known  as  Millers  Lane  which 
runs  north  from  the  Swansea  Line  approximately  %0’s  of  a 
mile  into  what  is  known  as  Carpenterville. 

Voted:  That  the  Moderator  appoint  a  committee  of  five 
(5)  people,  to  include  one  Selectman,  to  investigate  town  roads, 
and  make  a  progressive  report  as  to  amount  of  money  needed 
to  make  them  passable  and  report  at  the  adjourned  Town 
Meeting. 

Still  under  Article  26,  it  was  voted  that  the  Moderator 
appoint  a  progressive  committee  of  three  (3)  to  study  the 
Dighton  Telephone  Exchange,  in  view  of  eliminating  exchange 
tolls.  Moderator  appointed  Mrs.  Eunisa  Wordell,  Mr.  Earle  M. 
Smith  and  Mr.  John  Crawford. 
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Voted:  That  the  Town  Clerk  in  conjunction  with  the  Town 
Counsel  bring  the  Town  By-Laws  and  Ordinances  up  to  date. 

Voted:  To  reconsider  the  General  Government  appropri¬ 
ation.  It  was  voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  not  more 
than  $200.00  for  recodification  of  the  Town  By-laws. 

The  Moderator  appointed  the  Finance  Committee  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Robert  H.  Leeming,  G.  Russell  Horton,  Elliott  D.  Cole, 
Louis  Constantine,  Jr.,  William  Marsden,  Jr.,  Charles  W.  Har¬ 
ris  and  Hamilton  H.  Sweet. 

On  question,  the  Moderator  stated  that  he  had  adjourned 
the  meeting  at  11:20  P.  M. 

A  Special  Town  Meeting  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall  on 
May  18,  1953,  and  was  called  to  order  by  Wayne  Philbrook, 
the  Moderator,  at  7:30  P.  M. 

Voted:  To  transfer  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $2,307.50 
from  the  Tractor  Loader  account  and  $692.50  from  the  Excess 
and  Deficiency  (Surplus  Revenue)  to  a  truck  account  for  the 
purchase  of  a  new  truck,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  and  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Voted:  To  transfer  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $1,042.36 
from  Excess  and  Deficiency  (Surplus  Revenue)  to  General 
Government  for  a  deficit  of  $817.36  on  insurance  already  paid, 
plus  boiler  insurance  $127.00  and  $98.00  for  registration  and 
insurance  for  the  tractor  loader  and  truck. 

Voted:  To  authorize  the  Moderator  to  appoint  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  five  (5)  to  investigate  the  possibility  of  relocating 
the  Town  Offices  in  some  location  other  than  at  Dighton  High 
School  and  to  report  their  findings  and  recommendations  to  the 
Selectmen  within  sixty  days  (60).  Dwight  F.  Lane,  James 
Bacon,  Jr.,  William  F.  Benevides,  George  Ball  and  Hamilton 
Sweet  appointed  to  the  Committee. 

Voted:  To  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $5,326.00  for 
the  School  Department  to  purchase  and  install  an  oil  burner 
at  the  Dighton  High  School. 

Voted :  To  adjourn  at  8  :30  P.  M. 
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The  following  appointments  were  made  by  the  Select¬ 
men  for  the  year,  each  being  duly  sworn  to  faithful  perform¬ 
ance  of  duties  thereof : 

Constables:  Raymond  Horton,  Arthur  Sprague,  Wilbur 
Menges. 

Reserve  Police  Officers :  Arthur  Alves,  Anthony  Andrews, 
William  Ashcroft,  Ernest  Atwood,  Willis  Barlow,  Maurice 
Boucher,  Esther  Bowden,  Charles  Briggs,  Francis  W.  Buckley, 
Frank  Cambra,  Louis  Carr,  Levite  Carrier,  Robert  Chadwick, 
Arthur  Contildes,  Cassius  Cummings,  William  Duarte,  Antone 
P.  Dupont,  Joseph  Dupont,  William  E.  Fleming,  Manuel  Fran¬ 
cis,  Tobias  Freitas,  George  Goulart,  Charles  Gracia,  Frank 
Gracia,  George  Gracia,  Louis  Gracia,  John  Gray,  Walter  Ham¬ 
ilton,  Ernest  Horton,  Raymond  Horton,  John  R.  Ingham,  J. 
W.  LeRoy  Latimer,  Charles  Mason,  John  A.  Medeiros,  Joseph 
T.  Medeiros,  Thomas  Nelson,  William  H.  Paul,  George  A. 
Perry,  Joseph  R.  Perry,  Samuel  Pine,  Walter  Plonka,  Albert 
Reed,  John  Rogers,  Earl  W.  Rose,  George  Rubadou,  Benjamin 
Sherman,  Harold  Sherrington,  Frank  Souza,  Jr.,  Arthur  F. 
Sprague,  Karl  Spratt,  Jr.,  Edgar  Standring,  John  R.  Stanley, 
Anthony  N.  Sylvia,  Edward  Torres,  Frank  Virdinlia,  Louis 
White,  Harry  F.  Willis,  Isaac  Wilson. 

Special  Police  Officers  (Arnold  Hoffman  Co.)  :  Willis  Bar- 
low,  Milton  Chace,  David  0.  Rebello,  Burton  Simmons,  Karl 
Spratt,  George  West  (Retired) . 

Special  Police  Officer  (Tower  Iron  Works)  :  Thomas  E. 
Keating. 

Special  Police  Officer  (H.  K.  Ferguson)  :  Frank  C.  Torres. 

Public  Weighers  (Arnold  Hoffman  Co.)  :  Dalton  T.  May¬ 
nard,  Arthur  0.  Gove,  Wendell  B.  Carey. 

Public  Weighers  (Dighton  Industries)  :  Frank  B.  Miguel, 
John  Soares. 

Sealer  of  Weights  &  Measures :  Donald  B.  Hathaway. 

Inspector  of  Milk :  Henry  G.  Crapo. 

Inspector  of  Animals :  Lester  Briggs. 
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Dog  Officer :  Joseph  R.  Perry. 

Superintendent  of  Streets :  Henry  P.  Goff. 

Gypsy  Moth  Superintendent :  George  W.  Rose. 

Inspector  of  Slaughtering :  Arthur  Sprague. 

Constable  for  Somerset  Water  Works :  Henry  Reckord. 
Auctioneer :  John  W.  Synan. 

Registrar  of  Voters :  Frank  C.  Torres. 

Harbor  Master :  Arnold  Shaw. 

Measurer  of  Wood,  Field  Driver  and  Pound  Keeper:  Ray¬ 
mond  Horton. 

Fence  Viewers  :  Frank  O’Connell,  Raymond  Horton,  Har¬ 
old  Mendoza. 

Agents  of  Health  Department  :  Percy  B.  Simmons,  Wil- 
bus  S.  Menges. 

Clerk-Board  of  Health  and  Board  of  Selectmen :  Marie  A. 
Medeiros. 

Town  Nurse :  Esther  Bowden. 

Chief  of  Police :  Wilbur  S.  Menges. 

Chief  of  Fire  Department :  Donald  B.  Hathaway. 

Veterans’  Agent:  Theodore  Boucher. 

Election  Officers :  Precinct  A — Anna  Simmons,  Catherine 
J.  Sherman,  Frank  H.  Boothby,  Dorothy  Donnelly,  Selma  V. 
Wall,  William  J.  Hagen,  Harris  T.  Childs,  Leland  C.  Pierce. 
Precinct  B — Elaine  B.  Varley,  Helen  E.  Atwood,  Emma  P. 
Duarte,  Caroline  Tripp,  Mary  S.  Perry,  Caroline  S.  Clemmey, 
Lillian  Deslauriers,  Yvette  Alves.  Precinct  C — Hazel  Reed, 
Florence  I.  Perry,  Bernice  Darling,  George  W.  Rose,  Florence 
Sprague,  Irene  S.  Goulart,  Agnes  Murray,  Mary  Allie. 
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The  following  licenses  were  issued  during  the  year  1953 : 


Date  Date  of 

of  Issue  Expiration 

All  Alcoholic  Club  License : 


Bristol  County  Assoc.,  Inc. 

Apr. 

10, 1953 

Oct. 

31, 1953 

All  Alcoholic  Restaurant  Licenses : 

Thomas  F.  DiNucci 

Jan. 

1, 1953 

Dec. 

31, 1953 

James  H.  &  William  E.  McCarthy  Jan. 

All  Alcoholic  Package  Store  Licenses : 

1, 1953 

Dec. 

31, 1953 

Joseph  Brazil,  Jr. 

Jan. 

1, 1953 

Dec. 

31, 1953 

Mendoza’s  Package  Store 

Jan. 

1, 1953 

Dec. 

31, 1953 

Automobile  Dealers’  Licenses : 

Paul  B.  Lassen 

Jan. 

1, 1953 

Jan. 

1, 1954 

Francis  Bros.  Garage 

Jan. 

1, 1953 

Jan. 

1, 1954 

Simmons  Auto  Sales 

Jan. 

1, 1953 

Jan. 

1, 1954 

Cabins  Licenses : 

D.  M.  Angell 

Feb. 

25, 1953 

Dec. 

31, 1953 

Nathan  T.  Ladd 

Mar. 

18, 1953 

Dec. 

31, 1953 

Fall  River  Girl  Scouts 

Apr. 

15, 1953 

Dec. 

31, 1953 

Common  Victuallers’  Licenses : 

Thomas  F.  DiNucci 

Jan. 

1, 1953 

Dec. 

31, 1953 

James  H.  &  William  E.  McCarthy 

Jan. 

1, 1953 

Dec. 

31, 1953 

Gertrude  M.  Coyle 

Jan. 

1, 1953 

Dec. 

31, 1953 

Albert  Enos 

Jan. 

1, 1953 

Dec. 

31, 1953 

David  A.  &  Ann  Gazzola 

Jan. 

1, 1953 

Dec. 

31, 1953 

Theodore  B.  Ladd 

Apr. 

8, 1953 

Dec. 

31, 1953 

Vendway,  Inc. 

July 

13, 1953 

Dec. 

31, 1953 

Bristol  County  Assoc.,  Inc. 

Apr. 

10, 1953 

Dec. 

31, 1953 

Dancing  Permit : 

James  H.  &  William  E.  McCarthy 

Jan. 

1, 1953 

Dec. 

31, 1953 

Denatured  Alcohol  Licenses : 

Lassen  Chevrolet 

Jan. 

1, 1953 

Dec. 

31, 1953 

Francis  Bros.  Garage 

Jan. 

1, 1953 

Dec. 

31, 1953 

Carl  P.  Gorden,  Inc. 

Jan. 

1, 1953 

Dec. 

31, 1953 

G.  H.  Phillips  &  Son 

Jan. 

1, 1953 

Dec. 

31, 1953 

Dighton  Garage  &  Service  Co. 

Jan. 

1, 1953 

Dec. 

31, 1953 
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Entertainment  Licenses : 


Walter  H.  Ferrier 

June 

7, 1953 

Sept. 

6, 1953 

James  H.  &  William  E.  McCarthy 

Jan. 

4,  1953 

Feb. 

22, 1953 

Firearms  Licenses : 

Arthur  E.  Compos 

May 

1, 1953 

Apr. 

30, 1954 

William  S.  Raposa 

May 

1,  1953 

Apr. 

30, 1954 

Gasoline  Storage  Licenses : 

Arnold,  Hoffman  and  Co. 

May 

6,1953 

!  •  *  y 

:•  •' «  •  g  i 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturer: 

.  jl» 

Theodore  B.  Ladd 

Apr. 

8,  1953 

Mar. 

1, 1954 

Junk  Licenses: 

.  M 

t  1  ■  /> 

•  o  •• 

Henry  Wood 

May 

1,1953 

May 

1, 1954 

Paul  F.  Splaine 

May 

5, 1953 

May 

1,1954 

William  Richard 

July 

6, 1953 

May 

1,1954 

j  ■ 

Lord’s  Day  Licenses : 

f.-' 

Theodore  B.  Ladd 

Apr. 

8, 1953 

..  i'  _ 

Apr. 

30, 1954 

Clayton  Atwood 

Apr. 

15, 1953 

Apr. 

30, 1954 

John  Silva 

Apr. 

30, 1953 

APr- 

30, 1954 

Albert  Enos 

Apr. 

30, 1953 

Apr. 

30, 1954 

William  F.  Benevides 

Apr. 

30, 1953 

Apr. 

30, 1954 

Peter  Kossoi 

Apr. 

30, 1953 

Apr. 

30,1954 

Richard  Parchesco  &  Clinton  Rose 

Apr. 

30, 1953 

Apr. 

30,1954 

James  H.  &  William  E.  McCarthy 

Apr. 

30, 1953 

Apr. 

30, 1954 

Thomas  F.  DiNucci 

Apr. 

30, 1953 

Apr. 

30, 1954 

William  Duarte  &  George  Catabia 

Apr. 

30,1953 

Apr. 

30, 1954 

Taunton  Yacht  Club 

May 

1,„1953 

Apr. 

30, 1954 

Raymond  Simmons 

June 

3, 1953 

Apr. 

30, 1954 

j  ? 

Milk  Licenses  (Stores) : 


Frederick  W.  Gracia,  Thomas  F.  DiNucci,  Peter  Kossoi,  William  Bene- 
vides,  Richard  Parchesco  and  Clinton  Rose,  Albert  Enos,  James  H. 
McCarthy,  John  Silva,  Ladd’s  Ice  Cream,  Simmons’  Diner,  Bristol 
County  Assoc.,  Inc. 

•  i 

*  *  i'  .  : 

Milk  Licenses  (Dealers)  : 

H.  P.  Hood  &  Sons,  Devine  Milk  Laboratory,  Reise’s  Dairy,  Townley 
Dairy,  LeComte  Dairy,  O’Connell’s  Dairy,  Bliss  Bros.  Dairy,  Joseph 
Barrows. 

Oleomargarine  License : 

H.  P.  Hood  &  Sons. 
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Sausage  Manufacturing  License : 

Manuel  M.  Borges  Apr.  15, 1953  Apr.  30, 1954 

Wines  &  Malt  Beverages : 

Bristol  County  Assoc.,  Inc.  Aug.  28, 1953  Oct.  31, 1953 

Anthony  Gomes  Aug.  22, 1953  Aug.  22, 1953 

A  Dog  Racing  Meeting  License  was  issued  to  the  Taunton 
Greyhound  Association,  Inc.,  beginning  August  28,  1953,  and 
ending  October  31,  1953,  from  7:00  P.  M.  to  12:00  midnight. 
The  period  from  September  14,  1953  and  ending  September 
19,  1953  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  Disaster  Emergency  Relief. 

Attest : 

PERCY  B.  SIMMONS, 


Town  Clerk. 


30 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


BIRTHS  RECORDED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1953 


Date  Name  Parents 

DECEMBER,  1952 

3  Arthur  Vaz  Arthur  and  Emily  Vaz,  Sr. 

7  Keith  Ernest  Waller  Joseph  E.  and  Bernice  Waller 

15  Beverly  Lorraine  White  John  and  Evelyn  White 


16  Joan  Marie  Richard 

17  Mary  Elizabeth  Watrous 

18  Sandra  Marie  Perry 

27  David  Judson  Robinson 

JANUARY,  1953 

2  Stephen  Edward  Hamilton 
4  Carolyn  Booth 
12  Meredith  Lothrop  Woodward 
14  Sherry  L.  M.  Cords 
24  Deborah  Costa 
30  Frederick  Anthony 
Wayne  Fisher 

FEBRUARY 

2  Eric  William  Perry 

4  Walter  LeRoy  Knorr,  Jr. 

16  Katherine  Gale  Atwood 

18  Francis  B.  Wargat 
27  Daniel  A.  Leal 

MARCH 

3  David  Wayne  Rose 
12  Stephen  Edward  Falk 

21  Stephen  John  DeLawrence 

22  Mary  Ellen  McQuade 

APRIL 

1  Donna  Marie  Perry 
3  Arlene  Theresa  Rose 

17  Linda  Ann  Ferreira 

19  Deborah  Ann  Sammons 
29  Carol  Hope  Hamilton 

MAY 

14  Wayne  Ferreira 

18  Susan  Marie  Corey 

24  Kenneth  Norman  Cambra 


William  and  Lillian  Richard 
Dudley  A.  and  Katharine  Watrous 
Hannibal  J.  and  Evelyn  Perry 
David  A.  and  Sara  Robinson 

Edward  D.  and  Doris  Hamilton 
Mahlon  E.  and  Carolyn  M.  Booth 
Marshall  M.  and  Mary  Woodward 
Charles  D.  and  Charlotte  Cords 
Raymond  E.  and  Ruth  A.  Costa 
Frederick  A.  and  Stella  Fisher 


William  and  Louise  Perry 
Walter  and  Mildred  Knorr 
Leslie  I.  and  Alice  Atwood 
John  J.  and  Frances  Wargat 
Julio  A.  and  Emma  Leal 

Joseph  and  Marion  Rose,  Jr. 

Edward  M.  and  Pauline  Falk 
John  E.  and  Frances  DeLawrence 
James  A.  and  Elizabeth  McQuade 

Joseph  W.  and  Roberta  M.  Perry,  Jr. 
Ralph  E.  and  Theresa  V.  Rose 
Joseph  H.  and  Loretta  D.  Ferreira 
James  A.  and  Lorrayne  J.  Sammons 
Walter  E.  and  Alberta  Hamilton,  Jr. 

Harold  and  Mary  Ferreira 
William  H.  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Corey 
Gilbert  N.  and  Joyce  G.  Cambra 
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Date  Name 

JUNE 

1  Jon  Brady  Coelho 
19  Carolyne  Rose  Hathaway 

JULY 

1  Harold  M.  Mendoza 

8  Kevin  Daniel  Callahan 

25  Kenneth  Gordon  Barrow 

27  Susan  Margaret  Adams 

28  Pamela  Jean  Conroy 
30  Susan  Ellen  DeMello 

AUGUST 

2  Maryann  McCarthy 

6  Michael  Patrick  McNulty 

9  Susan  Jane  Bennett 
18  George  Alan  Rose 

25  Thomas  Martin  Gray 

26  Deborah  Ann  Perry 

29  Helen  Amelia  Gomes 

29  Colleen  Louise  Fleck 

SEPTEMBER 

1  Kenneth  James  Peloquin 

8  Bonnie  Lane  Ferrie 

12  Clifford  Anthony  Wynne 
23  Kathryn  Daylor 

OCTOBER 

7  Allen  Shepard  Hayes 

9  Steven  Alan  Medeiros 
18  Christine  Maria  Rose 
21  George  Brian  Ferreira 
28  David  Lewis  Minto 

30  William  Leslie  Parrish 

NOVEMBER 

12  Allison  Ingrid  Hayward 
DECEMBER 

10  Robert  Francis  Vincent 


Parents 


Joseph  A.  and  Jean  Coelho 
Joseph  C.  and  Della  Hathaway 

Harold  M.  and  Kathleen  M.  Mendoza 
William  and  Corothy  Callahan 
William  and  Dorothy  Callahan 
Kenneth  G.  and  Elaine  Barrow 
William  J.  and  Cornelia  G.  Adams,  Jr. 
Kenneth  P.  and  Yvette  Conroy 
Manuel  S.  and  Eleanor  DeMello 

James  H.  and  Ruth  McCarthy 
Lester  T.  and  Muriel  McNulty 
Richard  A.  and  Patricia  Bennett 
George  F.  and  Mae  L.  Rose 
Thomas  and  Gertrude  Gray 
Joseph  and  Alice  D.  Perry 
Anthony  and  Anna  Gomes 
Joseph  W.  and  Shirley  M.  Fleck 

Herbert  R.  and  Rosemary  Peloquin 
Daniel  and  Florence  L.  Ferrie 
William  B.  and  Muriel  K.  Wynne 
David  J.  and  Anne  M.  Daylor 

Allen  S.  and  Betty  A.  Hayes 
Antone  and  Phoebe  C.  Medeiros 
Andrew  L.  and  Esther  L.  Rose 
George  S.  and  Audrey  G.  Ferreira 
Walter  and  Rita  Minto 
William  G.  and  Marie  H.  Parrish 


Leonard  W.  and  Eleanor  C.  Hayward 


Frank  and  Ann  Vincent 
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MARRIAGES  RECORDED  DURING 
THE  YEAR  1953 


JANUARY 

3  Joseph  A.  Rivard  of  Taunton  and  Josephine  E.  Motte 
of  Dighton  by  William  H.  Dolan,  Priest. 

17  Walter  E.  Phillips  of  Dighton  and  Cecile  C.  Lagasse  of 
Fall  River  by  Raymond  M.  Barretto,  Priest. 

FEBRUARY 

14  Charles  C.  Cestodio  of  Swansea  and  Irene  Carpenter 
of  Dighton  by  Augusto  L.  Furtado,  Priest. 

MARCH 

31  Edward  J.  Santos  of  Dighton  and  Mary  C.  Shumway 
by  John  D.  Wilcox,  Justice  of  Peace. 

APRIL 

4  James  C.  Pilling  of  Taunton  and  Esther  L.  Sprague 
of  Dighton  by  Robert  Lee  Dutton,  Minister  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel. 

18  Edward  F.  Goulart  of  Dighton  and  Doris  L.  Dionne  of 
Swansea  by  Maurice  E.  Parent,  Priest. 

MAY 

2  Harold  McCracken  of  Dighton  and  Marcia  Galligan  of 
Taunton  by  Thomas  H.  Taylor,  Priest. 

2  Donald  E.  Rose  and  Rosa  Renke  of  Dighton  by  Robert 
L.  Roberts,  Minister. 

9  David  L.  Phillips  of  Taunton  and  Norma  A.  Davis  of 
Dighton  by  Joseph  Gamson,  Minister. 

16  Leslie  Horton  and  Violet  Spratt  of  Dighton  by  Robert 
L.  Roberts,  Minister. 
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MAY  (Continued) 

16  Edward  J.  Catabia of  Dighton  and  Theresa  A.  Leighton 
of  Middleboro  by  Thomas  J.  Curtin,  Priest. 

16  George  E.  Simmons  of  Taunton  and  Janet  S.  Barry  of 
Dighton  by  Joseph  Gamson,  Minister. 

19  John  C.  Chappell,  Jr.,  of  Dighton  and  Doris  C.  Barber 
of  Taunton  by  John  J.  Galvin,  Priest. 

23  Frank  Martin  of  Dighton  and  Margaret  A.  Monteiro 
of  Somerset  by  Edward  Forman,  Priest. 

JUNE 

6  Angelino  Paiva  of  Dighton  and  Margaret  Horton  of 
Taunton  by  Ralph  F.  Seaver,  Jr.,  Minister. 

23  Roland  E.  Guillet  and  Mary  A.  (Giovanini)  Parchesco 
of  Dighton  by  Francis  A.  McCarthy,  Priest. 

27  John  A.  DeBettencourt,  Jr.,  of  Oak  Bluffs  and  Lois 
A.  Simmons  of  Dighton  by  William  H.  Dolan,  Priest. 

JULY 

6  Arthur  R.  Valoze  of  Taunton  and  Beverly  R.  McGrath 
of  Dighton  by  Henry  L.  Galipeau,  Justice  of  Peace. 

AUGUST 

1  Thomas  F.  Clifford  of  Fall  River  and  Margaret  M. 
Clemmey  of  Dighton  by  Francis  A.  McCarthy,  Priest. 

2  James  L.  White  of  Dighton  and  Dorothy  A.  Stovall  of 
Brockton  by  J.  Manley  Shaw,  Minister. 

8  Donald  L.  Carr  of  Dighton  and  Delores  M.  Ferreira  of 
Somerset  by  Augusto  L.  Furtado,  Priest. 

22  Albert  P.  LeClair,  Jr.,  of  Mattapoisett  and  Joyce  Milli- 
ken  of  Dighton  by  Wilton  E.  Cross,  Minister. 

SEPTEMBER 

1  Donald  H.  Buchanan  of  Rehoboth  and  Elizabeth  I. 
Ballou  of  Dighton  by  William  H.  Dolan,  Priest. 

4  Lawrence  D.  Dutra  of  Dighton  and  Merlyn  E.  Jennings 
of  Taunton  by  Robert  L.  Dutton,  Minister. 
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SEPTEMBER  (Continued) 

5  Karl  L.  Erickson  of  Dighton  and  Lois  A.  Townley  of 
Berkley  by  James  K.  Allen,  Minister. 

26  John  M.  Nunes  of  Dighton  and  Florence  L.  Pierce  of 
Raynham  by  David  Buzzell,  Minister. 

26  Charles  Haigler  of  Charleston,  S.  C.,  and  Philomena 
Costa  of  Dighton  by  Henry  L.  Galipeau,  Justice  of 
Peace. 

26  Phillip  W.  Jones  and  June  L.  Ferreira  of  Dighton  by 
Joseph  Gamson,  Minister. 

OCTOBER 

3  Nelson  C.  Meunier  of  Easton  and  Shirley  M.  O’Connell 
of  Dighton  by  William  F.  O’Connell,  Priest. 

17  C.  Douglass  Garnett  of  Swansea  and  Lillian  B.  Hatha¬ 
way  of  Dighton  by  James  K.  Allen,  Minister. 

31  Joseph  Paiva  of  Fall  River  and  Evelyn  Ferreira  of 
Dighton  by  Edward  A.  Olivieria,  Priest. 

31  Reginald  Rose  of  Dighton  and  Edith  M.  Pierce  of  Rayn¬ 
ham  by  Robert  L.  Roberts,  Clergyman. 

NOVEMBER 

7  Walter  O’Connell  of  Dighton  and  Barbara  Corey  of 
Taunton  by  William  F.  O’Connell,  Priest. 

15  Dennis  E.  Lindsay  of  Rehoboth  and  Sally  Ann  Hors- 
man  of  Dighton  by  George  H.  Douglas,  Minister. 

21  Joseph  J.  Carvalho  and  Audrey  E.  Enos  of  Dighton  by 
William  H.  Dolan,  Priest. 

21  Richard  P.  Dubee  of  Bridgewater  and  Ruth  M.  Fisher 
of  Dighton  by  Joseph  Gamson,  Minister. 

26  Richard  A.  Smith  of  Taunton  and  Nancy  B.  Philbrook 
of  Dighton  by  James  K.  Allen,  Minister. 

26  Antone  Rose  of  Taunton  and  Delores  A.  Marques  of 
Dighton  by  Francis  A.  McCarthy,  Priest. 

DECEMBER 

28  Roger  F.  Conte  of  Taunton  and  Marilyn  B.  Crawford 
of  Dighton  by  William  H.  Dolan,  Priest. 
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DEATHS  RECORDED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1953 


Date  Name 

Y. 

M. 

D. 

JANUARY 

5  Mary  Silvia  Gonsalves 

74 

— 

— 

15  Frederick  E.  Richmond 

58 

2 

28 

FEBRUARY 

24  Antonia  Santos  Parchesco 

84 

— 

— 

MARCH 

4  Francis  B.  Wargat 

— 

— 

14 

25  Emma  Rose  (Rosa) 

75 

2 

15 

26  Walter  Knott 

80 

3 

22 

27  Ethel  Eddy 

78 

2 

8 

APRIL 

26  Eleanor  B.  Wheeler 

65 

1 

18 

MAY 

6  Joseph  Katon 

74 

2 

21 

26  Florence  Meriam  Reed 

58 

1 

8 

28  Edith  F.  Horton 

63 

— 

— 

JUNE 

15  Florence  M.  Reed 

78 

7 

18 

19  Julia  A.  Sears 

78 

5 

25 

20  Lester  C.  Osborne 

67 

1 

20 

JULY 

7  Gloria  Torres 

18 

— 

— 

16  Mabel  Whitmarsh 

66 

2 

8 

SEPTEMBER 

8  Maria  R.  Gracia 

80 

— 

— 

20  Ralph  H.  Horton 

65 

4 

7 

21  John  DeCosta 

23 

3 

20 

29  Arthur  F.  McMay 

58 

4 

25 

•  36  ANNUAL  REPORT 

Date  Name 

OCTOBER  ; 

6  Sophia  F.  Romero 
16  John  William  Harrison 
20  Thomas  P.  Barry 

NOVEMBER 

6  Mary  S.  Martin 

DECEMBER 

6  Frank  A.  Dever 
14  Marguerite  A.  Graham 
27  Anna  Carvalho 


Y.  M.  D. 


81  5  18 

61  —  — 

61  3  3 


69  —  — 


88  —  — 

58  —  — 

48  2  11 


c 


r-  •  • 
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JURY  LIST— 1953-1954 


Name 

Occupation 

Address 

Post  Office 

Antonelli,  Fred 

Retired 

Elm  St. 

Dighton 

Bacon,  James 

Retired 

Smith  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Barney,  Ervin  E. 

Retired 

Summer  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Bell,  Joseph 

Retired 

23  Stoddard  Ave. 

No.  Dighton 

Booth,  Alexander 

Guard 

155  Lincoln  Ave. 

No.  Dighton 

Borba,  Antone  G. 

Trucking 

Somerset  Ave. 

Dighton 

Brightman,  Alan  B. 

Chemical  Worker 

Pleasant  St. 

Dighton 

Broadbent,  Edwin 

Textile  Foreman 

228  Lincoln  Ave. 

No.  Dighton 

Brown,  Lloyd  W. 

Milkman 

28  Park  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Brown,  Marion 

Housewife 

73  Elm  St. 

Dighton 

Dutra,  Frank  G. 

Retired 

Somerset  Ave. 

Dighton 

Ford,  James 

Dye  Mach.  Operator 

90  Main  St. 

Dighton 

Freitas,  Tobias 

Chemical  Operator 

Somerset  Ave. 

No.  Dighton 

Gracia,  John 

Chemical  Operator 

Muddy  Cove  Lane 

Dighton 

Hixon,  Laurence 

Tree  Work 

Main  St. 

Dighton 

Knox,  Walter  R. 

Claim  Supervisor  (Ins.) 

Hart  St. 

Dighton 

Ladd,  Theodore 

Ice  Cream  Mfr. 

Winthrop  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Lima,  John 

Montaup  Elec.  Co. 

67  Brook  St. 

Dighton 

McConville,  Harry  F. 

Ass’t.  Engineer 

56  Andrews  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Oehrle,  Spencer  D. 

Maintenance  Man 

Centre  St. 

Segreganset 

Perry,  Arthur 

Truck  Driver 

164  Smith  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Pierce,  Leland 

Retired 

Winthrop  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Pierce,  Susie  M. 

Housekeeper-Cook 

Winthrop  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Pine,  Frank  Jr. 

Textile  Worker 

37  Somerset  Ave. 

No.  Dighton 

Rogers,  Mary 

Press  Operator 

Main  St. 

Dighton 

Rose,  Madelyn  L. 

Cloth  Folder 

Cobb  St. 

Dighton 

Rose,  Thomas  F. 

Unemployed 

Pleasant  St. 

Dighton 

Rubadou,  George 

Barber 

Middle  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Sylvia,  James  C. 

Truck  Driver 

18  Main  St. 

Dighton 

Torres,  Charles  C. 

Salesman 

25  Bedford  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Virdinlia,  Frank 

Plumber  and  Steam  Fitter 

25  Forest  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Walker,  Roy  F. 

Unemployed 

218  School  St. 

No.  Dighton 
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JURORS  DRAWN  DURING  1953 


January  7, 1953 — 

Joseph  A.  Coelho,  196  School  St.,  Maintenance 
Anthony  N.  Sylvia,  Main  St.,  Truck  Driver 
John  A.  Medeiros,  Elm  St.,  Farmer 

February  4, 1953 — 

Althea  M.  Briggs,  34  Park  St.,  Housewife 
Frederick  W.  Gracia,  Main  St.,  Farming 

March  4, 1953 — 

Eleanor  Babbitt,  Williams  St.,  Housewife 
April  8,  1953— 

Harold  Perry,  70  Chase  St.,  Retired 
April  15, 1953- 

Cliff  ord  W.  Babbitt,  Williams  St.,  Carpenter 
James  D.  Dunne,  13  Lincoln  Ave.,  Postal  Clerk 
Frank  D.  Silvia,  36  Briggs  St.,  Tool  Maker 

April  29,  1953— 

Vernon  H.  Steele,  86  Spring  St.,  Painter 
Stuart  A.  Arnold,  199  School  St.,  Vo-Ag  Instructor 

August  12, 1953 — 

Spencer  D.  Oehrle,  Centre  St.,  Maintenance  Man 
Frank  Pine,  Jr.,  37  Somerset  Ave.,  Textile  Worker 

September  16, 1953 — 

Antone  G.  Borba,  Somerset  Ave.,  Trucking 

October  7, 1953 — 

Tobias  Freitas,  Somerset  Ave.,  Chemical  Operator 
Walter  R.  Knox,  Hart  St.,  Claim  Supervisor  (Ins.) 

November  10, 1953 — 

Fred  Antonelli,  Elm  St.,  Retired 

December  9, 1953 — 

Charles  C.  Torres,  25  Bedford  St.,  Salesman 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 
THE  BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 


We  herewith  submit  to  the  citizens  of  Dighton  our  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1953 : 


Appropriations 


Town  Appropriations 

$317,061.54 

Appropriated  June  23,  1952 

10,000.00 

Appropriations  from  Available  Funds  24,066.99 

Tax  Title  Foreclosure 

200.00 

State  Parks  and  Reservations 

339.38 

State  Audit  of  Municipal  Accounts 

76.72 

County  Tax 

11,254.83 

Tuberculosis  Hospital 

4,439.53 

Overlay 

7,044.73 

Estimated  Receipts 

Income  Tax 

$38,309.63 

Corporation  Tax 

32,466.00 

Old  Age  Tax  (meals)  Chp.  64B  S10 

802.16 

Motor  Vehicle  and  Trailer  Excise 

22,439.06 

Licenses 

Charities  (other  than  federal  grants 

2,214.38 

to  A.  D.  C.) 

Old  Age  Assistance  (other  than 

2,601.47 

federal  grants) 

22,048.73 

Veterans’  Benefits 

1,122.85 

Schools 

45,073.79 

Libraries 

40.15 

Interest  (on  taxes) 

203.89 

Overestimates  on  County  Tax  1952 
Overestimates  on  Tuberculosis 

1,079.30 

Hospital  1952 

274.72 

$374,483.72 
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T&ken  from  Available  Funds 
Transfers 


24,066.99 

11,275.00 


Total  Appropriations 

Total  Estimated  Receipts 

Total  Taxes  to  be  Raised 

Value  of  Personal  Estate 

Assessed  Taxes  on  Personal  Estate 

Value  of  Real  Estate 

Assessed  Taxes  on  Real  Estate 

Number  of  Polls 

Assessed  Taxes  on  Polls 

Total  Valuation 

Total  Taxes  Assessed 

Number  Assessed  (other  than  Polls) 

Tax  Rate  $41.00  per  M. 


$214,018.12 

$374,483.72 

$214,018.12 

$160,465.60 

$430,545.00 

$17,652.61 

$3,436,106.00 

$140,880.99 

966 

$1,932.00 

$3,866,651.00 

$160,465.60 

941 


Value  of  Personal  Estate 


Stock  in  Trade 
Machinery 
Live  Stock 
Other  Personal 


$31,050.00 

8,000.00 

50,925.00 

340,570.00 


$430,545.00 


Value  of  Real  Estate 


Land  Only  * 
Buildings  Only 


Total  Valuation  of  Assessed  Estate 


$613,505.00 

2,822,601.00 


$3,436,106.00 

$3,866,651.00 


Taxes  for  State,  County  and  Town  Purposes,  Including  Overlay 


On  Personal  Estate 
On  Real  Estate 
On  Polls 

Total  Taxes  Assessed 
Motor  Vehicle  and  Trailer  Excise 
Total  Taxes  Assessed  on  Excise 


$17,652.61 

140,880.99 

1,932.00 


$160,465.60 

$529,300.00 

$23,881.72 
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Number  of  Live  Stock 


Horses  4  38 

Cows  188 

Bulls  2 

Yearling  Steers  5 

Yearling  Heifers  101 

Swine  13 

Sheep  15 

Fowl  12,127 

All  Other  24 

Acres  of  Land  Assessed  12,881 

Dwelling  Houses  Assessed  791 


North  Dighton  Fire  District 


Appropriations 
State  Audit 
Overlay 


Estimated  Receipts 

Value  of  Personal  Estate 

Taxes  Assessed  on  Personal  Estate 

Value  of  Real  Estate 

Taxes  Assessed  on  Real  Estate 

Total  Assessed  Valuation  of  District 

Total  Taxes  Assessed 

Total  Number  Assessed 


$8,725.00 

95.99 

181.25 

-  $9,002.24 

$3,500.00 

$25,145.00 

$100.58 

$1,350,416.00 

$5,401.66 

$1,375,561.00 

$5,502.24 

203 


Tax  Rate  $4.00  per  M. 


Dighton  Electric  Light  District 


Appropriations  $3,375.00 

Overlay  189.02 


Value  of  Personal  Estate 

Taxes  Assessed  on  Personal  Estate 

Value  of  Real  Estate 

Taxes  Assessed  on  Real  Estate 

Total  Assessed  Valuation  of  District 

Total  Assessed  Taxes 

Total  Number  Assessed 

Tax  Rate  $2.80  per  M. 


$3,564.02 

$273,390.00 

$765.49 

$999,475.00 

$2,798.53 

$1,272,865.00 

$3,564.02 

346 
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Dighton  Wafer  District 


Appropriations  $37,492.80 

Overlay  698.88 


Estimated  Receipts 

$38,191.68 

16,207.20 

Value  of  Personal  Estate 

$21,984.48 

$229,935.00 

Assessed  Taxes  on  Personal  Estate 

$3,678.96 

Value  of  Real  Estate 

$1,144,095.00 

Assessed  Taxes  on  Real  Estate 

$18,305.52 

Total  Assessed  Valuation  of  District 

$1,374,030.00 

Total  Assessed  Taxes  on  Personal  and  Real  Estate  21,984.48 

Total  Number  Assessed 

401 

Tax  Rate  $16.00  per  M. 

Exempted  Property 

Dighton  Schools 

$424,400.00 

Bristol  County  Agricultural  School 

282,610.00 

Library 

19,000.00 

Fire  Department 

18,000.00 

Police  Department 

5,000.00 

Sealer  of  Weights 

50.00 

Highway  Department 

2,000.00 

Cemeteries 

1,050.00 

Charitable  Institutions 

4,850.00 

Dighton  Water  District 

281,250.00 

Somerset  Water  Department 

31,000.00 

Churches  and  Parsonages 

117,700.00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  R.  O’CONNELL, 
RAYMOND  A.  HORTON, 
HAROLD  M.  MENDOZA, 


Board  of  Assessors. 
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TAX  COLLECTOR'S  REPORT 


Excise  and  Trailer  Tax 

1950  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1952  $51.34 

-  $51.34 


Credit 


Abatements  $51.34 


1951  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1952  $144.13 

Added  Interest  3.65 


Credit 


Paid  Treasurer  $109.22 

Abatements  38.56 


1952  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1952  $3,247.60 

Added  Interest  9.26 

Added  Warrants  to  Jan.  29,  1953  3,109.62 


$51.34 

$147.78 


$147.78 


$6,366.48 


Credit 


Paid  Treasurer  $6,240.82 

Abatements  122.28 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953  3.38 


1953  Warrants  $23,881.72 

Added  Interest  4.52 


$6,366.48 

$23,886.24 


Credit 

$18,436.71 

635.66 

4,813.87 


Paid  Treasurer 
Abatements 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953 


$23,886.24 
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1952  Balance  due 


Paid  Treasurer 
Abatements 

1953  Warrant 


Paid  Treasurer 
Abatements 
Balance  due  Dec. 


1951  Balance  due 
Added  Interest 


Paid  Treasurer 
Balance  due  Dec. 

1952  Balance  due 
Added  Interest 


Paid  Treasurer 
Balance  due  Dec. 

1953  Warrant 
Added  Interest 


Poll  Taxes 

Dec.  31,  1952  $6.00 


Credit 

$2.00 

4.00 


$1,932.00 


Credit 

$1,596.00 

330.00 

31,  1953  6.00 


Personal  Property 

Dec.  31,  1952  $127.67 

1.70 


Credit 


31,  1953 


$52.70 

76.67 


Dec.  31,  1952  $645.03 

12.09 


Credit 


31,  1953 


$447.06 

210.06 


$17,652.61 

.10 


Credit 

$16,883.93 

5.13 

763.65 


$6.00 

$6.00 

$1,932.00 

$1,932.00 

$129.37 

$129.37 

$657.12 

$657.12 

$17,652.71 


Paid  Treasurer 
Abatements 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953 


$17,652.71 
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Real  Estate 


1951  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1952  $1,314.27 

Added  Interest  85.63 

-  $1,399.90 

Credit 


Paid  Treasurer  $1,385.45 

Abatements  7.65 

Tax  Title  Account  6.80 


1952  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1952  $5,854.09 

Added  Interest  115.47 


$1,399.90 

$5,969.56 


Credit 


Paid  Treasurer 
Abatements 
Tax  Title  Account 
Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953 

1953  Warrant 
Added  Interest 


$4,849.39 

1.29 

8.60 

1,110.28 

-  $5,969.56 

$140,880.99 

9.04 

- -  $140,890.03 


Credit 


Paid  Treasurer 
Abatements 
Tax  Title  Account 
Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953 


$103,400.38 

1,867.55 

208.50 

35,413.60 

-  $140,890.03 


North  Dighton  Fire  District 
Real  Estate 

1952  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1952  $141.40 

Added  Interest  2.26 


$143.66 
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Credit 


Paid  Treasurer  $126.46 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953  17.20 

-  $143.66 

1953  Warrant  $5,401.66 

Added  Interest  -25 

-  $5,401.91 


Credit 

Paid  Treasurer  $5,275.71 

Abatements  62.20 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953  64.00 

-  $5,401.91 


Personal  Property 


1953  Warrant  $100.58 

-  $100.58 

Credit 

Paid  Treasurer  $100.58 

-  $100.58 

Dighton  Water  District 
Real  Estate 


1951  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1952  $96.91 

Added  Interest  6.22 

-  $103.13 

Credit 

Paid  Treasurer  $102.25 

Abatements  .44 

Tax  Title  Account  .44 

-  $103.13 

1952  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1952  $539.03 

Added  Interest  9.72 


$548.75 
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Credit 

Paid  Treasurer 
Tax  Title  Account 
Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953 

1953  Warrant 
Added  Interest 


Credit 

Paid  Treasurer 
Abatements 
Tax  Title  Account 
Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953 


$398.84 

.76 

149.15 


$18,305.52 

1.55 


$548.75 

$18,307.07 


$16,717.72 

300.80 

8.00 

1,280.55 

-  $18,307.07 


Personal  Property 

1951  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1952  $6.71 

Added  Interest  .23 

— -  $6.94 


Credit 

Paid  Treasurer  $6.94 

-  $6.94 

1952  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1952  $105.15 

Added  Interest  .39 

-  $105.54 

Credit 

Paid  Treasurer  $39.91 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953  65.63 

-  $105.54 

1953  Warrant  $3,678.96 

-  $3,678.96 


Credit 


Paid  Treasurer  $3,277.28 

Abatements  199.84 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953  201.84 


$3,678.96 
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Dighton  Electric  Light  District 
Real  Estate 

1951  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1952  $24.31 

Added  Interest  1.53 


Credit 


Paid  Treasurer  $25.57 

Tax  Title  Account  .27 


1952  Balance  due  Dec,  31,  1952  $116.74 

Added  Interest  2.45 


Credit 


Paid  Treasurer  $103.22 

Tax  Title  Account  .29 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953  15.68 


1953  Warrant  $2,798.53 

Added  Interest  .16 


Credit 

Paid  Treasurer  $2,575.11 

Abatements  38.78 

Tax  Title  Account  1.12 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953  183.68 


Personal  Property 

1951  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1952  $4.05 

Added  Interest  .14 


Credit 

Paid  Treasurer  $4.19 


1952  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1952  $18.18 

Added  Interest  >  .02 


$25.84 

$25.84 

$119.19 

$119.19 

$2,798.69 

$2,798.69 

$4.19 

$4.19 

$18.20 
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Credit 


Paid  Treasurer  $1.45 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953  16.75 


1953  Warrant  $765.49 


Credit 

Paid  Treasurer  $692.64 

Abatements  47.96 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953  24.89 


$18.20 

$765.49 


$765.49 


Respectfully  submitted, 

PERCY  B.  SIMMONS, 


Town  Collector. 


REPORT  OF  TREE  WARDEN 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen : 

Herewith  is  my  report  as  Tree  Warden  for  the  year  1953 : 

I  have  made  inspections  with  the  Hixon  Tree  Company, 
New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company  and  Taun¬ 
ton  Electric  Light  Company. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  P.  GOFF, 


Tree  Warden. 
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REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen : 

I  hereby  submit  my  annual  report  as  Superintendent  of 
Streets : 

General  Account 

Various  streets,  cleaning  out  catch  basins,  brush, 
tree  work,  scraping,  gravelling,  drainage,  guard 


rails,  patching  and  ledge  $4,156.62 

Snow  plowing  and  sanding  476.55 

Grading  North  and  South  Dumps  85.00 

Work  on  truck,  gas  and  oil  49.84 

Work  on  snow  plow  and  new  blade  129.96 

Material,  picks  sharpened  and  saws  filed  256.00 

Gravel  and  pipe  465.23 

Beacon  36.00 

Superintendent  of  Streets  240.00 


$5,895.20 

Chapter  81 : 

Brook  St.,  Scraping,  shoulders,  drainage  and  tarring  $412.33 
Cedar  St.,  Scraping,  gravelling,  patching  and  tarring  1,337.27 


Chestnut  St.,  Scraping,  brush,  shoulders,  ledge, 
grading,  gravelling,  excavating,  drainage,  tar¬ 
ring  and  c.  of  chloride  2,253.98 

Elm  St.,  Scraping,  brush,  shoulders  and  drainage  409.86 

Hart  St.,  Scraping,  brush  and  gravelling  washout  325.00 

Horton  St.,  Scraping,  brush,  gravelling  and  calcium 

of  chloride  2,260.83 

Lincoln  Ave.,  Brush,  grading,  shoulders,  excavat¬ 
ing,  gravelling,  patching  and  tarring  1,560.03 

Oak  St.,  Scraping,  brush,  drainage,  ledge,  excavat¬ 
ing,  gravelling  and  calcium  of  chloride  749.40 

Pleasant  St.,  Brush,  shoulders,  drainage  and  tarring  399.32 
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Main  St.,  Brush,  shoulders,  drainage,  patching  and 

tarring  323.94 

Milk  St.,  Scraping,  brush,  grading,  excavating, 

drainage,  shoulders  and  tarring  3,619.61 

School  Lane,  Scraping,  gravelling,  shoulders,  grad¬ 
ing,  excavating,  drainage  and  tarring  1,487.41 

Somerset  Ave.,  Shoulders,  patching  and  tarring  486.03 

Spring  St.,  Shoulders,  drainage  and  patching  282.60 

Tremont  St.,  Shoulders,  scraping,  drainage  and 

tarring  722.40 

Williams  St.,  Shoulders,  scraping,  brush,  patching, 

tarring  and  calcium  of  chloride  1,257.91 

Various  Streets,  Shoulders,  scraping,  brush,  gra¬ 
velling  and  patching  2,698.90 


$20,586.82 

$1,332.69 
166.90 

$1,499.59 

Sidewalks  $399.47 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  P.  GOFF, 
Superintendent  of  Streets. 


Chapter  90 : 

Centre  St.,  Tarring  and  fence 
Pleasant  St.,  Drainage 
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REPORT  OF  DIGHTON  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


Board  of  Selectmen : 

Gentlemen : 

I  hereby  submit  the  report  for  the  Dighton  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1953. 

There  were  71  calls  for  the  Department  as  follows: 


Type  Number 


Automobile 

1 

Barn 

3 

Brush 

5 

Cat  in  Tree 

1 

Chimney 

2 

Club  House 

1 

Dump 

17 

Factory 

1 

Grass 

19 

Grease 

1 

House 

1 

Leaking  Refrigerator 

2 

Lumber 

1 

Oil  Burner 

3 

Saw  Mill 

1 

Smoke  in  House 

2 

Tar  Barrel 

1 

Wash  Road  (Accident) 

1 

Woods 

Mutual  aid  to  Assonet, 

Berkley  and  Taunton 

8 

The  following  are  approximate  figures  on  the  amount  of 
water  pumped,  hose  laid  and  ladders  raised : 

35,555  gallons  water 
8,650  ft.  Booster  hose 
6,400  ft.  1  %-inch  hose 


-  ANNUAL  REPORT  53 

v .  .  .  •  -  •  .  \ 

2,350  ft.  2 ^4-inch  hose 
156  ft.  ladders  - 

Drills  on  various  phases  of  fire  fighting  are  being  held 
monthly  and  are  well  attended. 

In  case  of  Fire  or  other  Emergency,  householders  in  the 
Taunton  Telephone  Exchange  should  dial  Taunton  3-3700, 
those  in  the  Dighton  Telephone  Exchange  should  dial  Dighton 
3131. 

We  were  extremely  fortunate  during  the  unusually  dry 
summer  weather  in  not  having  a  number  of  woods  fire  which 
might  have  been  serious  due  to  the  tinderlike  conditions  in  the 
woods. 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Town  Officials 
and  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  for  their  assistance  and  fine 
cooperation  in  keeping  the  fire  losses  down  during  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DONALD  B.  HATHAWAY, 

Chief  of  Dighton  Fire  Department 

and  Forest  Warden. 
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REPORT  OF  DIGHTON  AMBULANCE 


Board  of  Selectmen : 

Gentlemen : 

I  hereby  submit  the  report  for  the  Dighton  Ambulance  for 
the  year  ending  December  31,  1953. 

During  the  year  the  ambulance  made  45  trips  as  follows : 


To  Morton  Hospital — Taunton  22 

To  Truesdale  Hospital — Fall  River  2 

To  Mass.  General  Hospital — Boston  1 

To  Union  Hospital — Fall  River  2 

To  Lakeville  State  Sanatorium  1 

To  Veterans’  Hospital — Providence,  R.  I.  1 
To  Tewksbury  State  Hospital  1 

To  Haynes  Memorial  Hospital — Boston  1 

To  Boston  Lying-in  Hospital — Boston  1 

To  Butler  Hospital — Providence,  R.  I.  1 
From  Morton  Hospital — Taunton  7 

From  Mass.  General  Hospital — Boston  1 

From  St.  Anne’s  Hospital — Fall  River  1 

Called — Not  needed  2 

Patients  handled- — 45 
Cases  of  Illness — 33 
Victims  of  Automobile  Accidents — 5 
Occupational  Accidents — 7 


I  wish  to  thank  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Dighton 
Fire  Department  who  have  so  willingly  manned  the  ambu¬ 
lance. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

DONALD  B.  HATHAWAY, 
Chief  of  Dighton  Fire  Department. 
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DIGHTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  REPORT 


To  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Dighton : 


I  herewith  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1953 : 


Total  circulation  of  books  and  magazines  12,168 

Adult  books  5,672 

Juvenile  books  5,661 

Magazines  835 

Number  of  persons  using  reading  room  593 

Collected  in  fines  $47.40 


During  the  year,  305  books  were  added,  40  of  which  were 
gifts. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


HELENA  CHAMBERLAIN, 

Librarian. 


REPORT  OF  SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS 
AND  MEASURES 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen : 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  December 
31,1953: 

I  have  tested,  adjusted  and  sealed  the  following : 

23  Scales — 8  adjusted 

7  Weights — 2  adjusted 
22  Capacity  Measures 

19  Automatic  Measuring  Devices — 4  adjusted 

8  Dry  Measures 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DONALD  B.  HATHAWAY, 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures. 
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REPORT  OF  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen : 

Gentlemen : 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Police  Department  for 
the  year  ending  December  31, 1953 : 

Arrests  and  Summons 

Assault  3 

Breaking  and  Entering  and  Larceny  4 

Liquor  Laws,  Violating  1 

Peddling,  Unlicensed  1 

Violation  Probation  2 

Drunkenness  9 

Weapons,  Loaded  in  Motor  Vehicle  1 

Vagrancy  1 

Assault  and  Robbery  3 

Motor  Vehicle,  Arrests  and  Summons 

Operating  to  Endanger  14 

Operating  under  influence  of  Liquor  3 

Operating  without  License  6 

Operating  Unregistered,  uninsured  Vehicle  2 

Operating  after  right  suspended  1 

Operating  without  License  in  Possession  5 

Operating  without  Registration  in  Possession  5 

Failing  to  keep  right  6 

Fail  to  slow  at  intersection  6 

Operating  with  Defective  Equipment  4 

Leaving  scene  of  accident  after  causing 

property  damage  1 

Speeding  32 

Motor  Vehicle  Violations  Booked  503 

Accidents  investigated  23 

Persons  Injured,  motor  vehicle  accidents  17 

Complaints  and  reports  received  and 

investigated  791 
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There  were  no  fatal  accidents  in  Dighton  during  the  year 
1953.  During  the  year,  the  Town  was  awarded  a  Plaque  for 
no  fatal  accidents  during  1952.  This  is  a  good  record  and  I 
feel  that  with  the  cooperation  of  all  motorists  we  can  go  on 
and  feel  increasingly  proud  of  our  record. 

Again,  excessive  speed  and  negligent  operation  are  the 
contributing  factors  to  nearly  all  serious  accidents.  These 
violations  are  not  confined  to  the  main  highways  and  are  being 
committed  in  areas  where  a  constant  check  on  traffic  is  im¬ 
possible.  I  appreciate  being  notified  of  dangerous  conditions 
existing  as  a  result  of  these  violations  and  will  make  every 
effort  to  apprehend  and  prosecute  the  violators. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  citizens  of  our  Town  and  all  agencies 
who  have  helped  us  in  maintaining  law  and  order  in  our  Com¬ 
munity. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


WILBUR  S.  MENGES, 

Chief  of  Police. 


DOGS  LICENSED  IN  1953 


Female 

Spayed 

Kennel 


Male 


265 

43 

57 

9 


374 
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REPORT  OF  DIRECTOR  OF  CIVIL  DEFENSE 


To  the  Townspeople  of  Dighton : 

The  status  quo  of  the  Civil  Defense  Department  is  much 
the  same  as  it  was  last  year. 

The  basic  organizational  details  as  prescribed  by  the  State 
Civil  Defense  Agency  have  been  carried  out. 

I  hope  the  need  for  Civil  Defense  Aid  may  never  arise, 
but  if  it  does  this  agency  stands  ready  to  serve  you. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  F.  CRAWFORD, 

Director  of  Civil  Defense. 


REPORT  OF  GYPSY  MOTH  SUPERINTENDENT 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen : 

The  spraying  of  the  trees  for  Gypsy  Moth  and  Dutch  Elm 
Disease  was  done  by  the  Hixon  Tree  Company  at  a  cost  of 
$492.00. 

Fifty  tests  were  made  on  elm  trees  suspected  of  Dutch 
Elm  Disease.  Forty-seven  trees  were  found  to  have  the  disease 
and  must  be  taken  down.  Up  to  December  31,  1953,  twenty-one 
trees  have  been  taken  down  at  a  cost  to  the  Town  of  $1,000.00 
and  twenty-six  more  must  come  down  before  the  first  of 
March. 

My  report  has  been  made  to  the  State  up  to  the  first  of 
the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  W.  ROSE, 
Gypsy  Moth  Superintendent. 
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AUDITOR'S  REPORT 


To  the  Citizens  and  Taxpayers  of  the  Town  of  Dighton : 


Herewith  is  a  report  of  the  financial  transactions  of  the 
Town  of  Dighton  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  December  31,  1953. 

Classification  of  Treasurer's  Receipts  for  1953 


Cash  Balance  as  of  January  1,  1953  $133,017.67 

Received  f roiyi  Town  Collector : 

1951  Real  Estate  Taxes  $1,299.82 

1952  Real  Estate  Taxes  4,733.92 

1953  Real  Estate  Taxes  103,391.34 

1951  Personal  Property 

Taxes  51.00 


1952  Personal  Property 
Taxes 

1953  Personal  Property 
Taxes 

1952  Poll  Taxes 

1953  Poll  Taxes 


1951  Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

1952  Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

1953  Motor  Vehicle  Excise 


Tax  Title 
Interest  on  Taxes : 

Real  Estate 
Personal  Property 
Tax  Title 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 


434.97 

16,883.83 

2.00 

1,596.00 

- $128,392.88 

$105.57 

6,231.56 

18,432.66 

-  $24,769.79 

$580.42 

$210.14 

13.89 

19.92 

17.43 

- $261.38 


Total  Collector’s  Receipts  $154,004.47 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts : 

Income  Tax  $1,925.00 
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Corp.  Tax — Business 

32,191.00 

Meals  Tax  . 

971.32 

School  Bldg.  Aid — 

Chap.  645 

11,792.02 

School  Aid — Chap.  70 

43,608.27 

School  Transportation 

11,505.00 

Vocational  Education 

5,098.93 

Tuition 

940.15 

Departmental  Receipts : 

Town  Nurse  Receipts 

$55.00 

Town  Library  Receipts 

52.83 

Sealer  of  Weights  and 

Measures 

36.20 

Police  Department 

14.00 

School  Department : 

Dental  Fund 

491.00 

Sanitary  Fund 

48.13 

Vocational  Labor  and 

Materials 

50.55 

School  Property 

784.85 

Ford  Car 

1.00 

Lost  Books 

42.69 

Repairing  Stone  Wall 

10.00 

Broken  Windows 

3.54 

Rent — Vet.  Memorial  Hall 

1,050.00 

Insurance  Dividends  and 

Rebates 

2,542.12 

Sale  of  O.  C.  D.  Pump 

400.00 

Truck  Hire 

8.00 

$108,031.69 


$5,589.91 


Town  Clerk : 

District  Court  Fines  $184.00 

Dog  Licenses  876.00 

Federal  Withholding  Tax  23,203.37 

County  Retirement  1,916.03 

Road  Machinery  Fund  2,232.00 


$28,411.40 
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Departmental  Revenue : 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children : 
From  State 

Disability  Assistance : 

From  State 

Disability  Assistance  Adm. 
From  State 

Old  Age  Assistance : 

From  State  $16,504.52 
From  Cities 

and  Towns  284.00 


Public  Welfare : 

From  State  $354.79 
From  Cities 
and  Towns  1,910.57 


Veterans’  Benefits : 

From  State 

Board  of  Health : 

From  State  $143.98 
From  Individuals  15.00 


School  Department : 
High  School 
Tuition 
Vocational 
Tuition 
Tuition 
Equipment 
Telephone 


$17,374.75 

1,785.10 

656.68 

50.00 

195.29 


General  Government 
Dighton-Berkley  Bridge 


$2,442.47 

2.123.35 

71.44 

16,788.52 

2.265.36 
1,623.35 

158.98 


20,061.82 

12.00 

3.60 


$45,550.89 
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Aid  to  Highway  Revenue : 

Chapter  81 — State  $16,066.85 

Chapter  90  Maintenance : 

From  State  $499.86 
From  County  499.86 

-  $999.72 

-  $17,066.57 

State  Aid  to  School  Construction  Revenue : 

Chapter  645  $11,792.02 


Total  Departmental  Revenue  $74,409.48 


U.  S.  Grants: 

A.  D.  C.  Administration  $324.57 

D.  A.  Administration  105.35 

O.  A.  A.  Administration  893.61 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children  4,054.10 

Disability  Assistance  3,219.28 

Old  Age  Assistance  19,217.05 

Smith  Hughes  Fund  1,731.80 


Total  U.  S.  Grants 


$29,545.76 

$29,545.76 


Grants  and  Gifts : 

Police  Department — 

Special  $12,088.50 

Fire  Department — Special  784.00 
Special  Light  Account  12.26 

Christmas  Fund  500.00 

-  $13,384.76 

Old  Age  Assistance  Recovery  $1,463.90 


Licenses : 


Advertising  Costs 

$19.66 

Alcoholic  Beverage 

1,900.00 

Auto  Dealers 

20.00 

Beer  and  Wine 

251.00 

Cabin 

1.50 

Common  Victualler 

45.00 

Dancing  Permit 

3.00 
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Denatured  Alcohol 

6.00 

Gasoline 

5.50 

Golf  Range 

14.00 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturing 

5.00 

Hawker 

8.00 

Junk 

15.00 

Lord’s  Day 

39.00 

Milk 

9.50 

Oleo 

.50 

Oyster  Bed  Privilege 

50.00 

Peddler 

8.00 

Sausage  Manufacturing 

5.00 

Taxi 

5.00 

Temporary  Wine 

1.00 

$2,411.66 

iscellaneous : 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Funds 

$212.37 

Charles  S.  Chase  Trust  Fund 

23.88 

County  of  Bristol  Dog  Fund 

524.63 

County  of  Bristol — Boarding  Dogs 

27.50 

Elementary  School  Cafeteria 

20,529.37 

High  School  Cafeteria 

11,916.02 

High  School  Athletics 

2,160.97 

Sale  of  Bridge  Steel  Plates 

221.40 

Tax  Title  Release 

3.25 

Refunds 

2.65 

Total  Receipts  $452,875.07 


$585,892.74 


Classification  of  Treasurer's  Expenditures  for  1953 

DEPARTMENTAL 


General  Government : 

Selectmen’s  Department : 

Salaries  $840.12 

Salary  of  Clerk  1,063.50 

Travel  Expense  10.22 


64 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Association  Dues  56.00 

Office  Supplies  and  Postage  219.37 

Miscellaneous  47.77 

-  $2,236.98 

Auditing  Department : 

Salary  $369.48 

Office  Supplies  38.02 

- $407.50 


Treasury  Department : 

Salary  $1,093.63 

Surety  Bond  123.50 

Travel  Expense  15.12 

Association  Dues  2.00 

Office  Supplies  and  Postage  243.32 


Town  Collector’s  Department : 


Salary 

$1,149.98 

Printing 

279.98 

Surety  Bond 

216.50 

Association  Dues 

2.00 

Rent 

17.65 

Mileage 

7.32 

Office  Supplies 

29.85 

Warrant  Investigations 

and  Fees 

42.05 

Assessor’s  Department : 
Salaries 

Salary  of  Clerks 
Transportation 
Printing,  etc. 
Miscellaneous 


Town  Clerk : 


Salary 

$573.05 

Printing,  etc. 

279.08 

Surety  Bond 

7.50 

Office  Supplies 

14.50 

Transportation 

2.40 

$1,799.88 

135.00 

70.00 

134.75 

6.06 


$1,477.57 


$1,745.33 


$2,145.69 
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Telephone 
Association  Dues 
Salary  of  Clerks 
Miscellaneous 


79.79 

5.00 

53.50 

4.88 

-  $1,019.70 


Election  and  Registration : 

Registrars  $300.00 

Election  Officers  119.00 

Census  351.80 

-  $770.80 


Town  Office : 

Insurance  (all)  $5,890.31 

Telephone  112.90 

-  $6,003.21 


Other  Expenses : 

Printing  Town  Reports  $810.30 

Advertising  Costs  88.90 

Moderator  Salary  20.00 

Tree  Warden  Salary  35.00 

Dog  Notices  and  Expenses  29.50 
Hydrant  Rental  1,050.00 

Legal  Fees  75.00 

-  $2,108.70 


65 


Printing  and  Publishing  Assessment  List : 
Printing  $136.00 

Postage  18.00 

Typing  (for  mailing)  25.00 

-  $179.00 


Total  General  Government  $18,094.48 

Retirement  Account  $791.63 


Veterans’  Memorial  Hall: 

Maintenance : 

Fuel  $319.80 

Lights  30.18 
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Water 

Maintenance 
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4.47 

12.54 

-  $366.99 


Repair  Account : 

General  Repairs  $861.92 

Total  for  Veterans’  Memorial  Hall 


Protection  of  Persons  and  Property : 


Police  Department : 


Salary  of  Chief 

$3,445.00 

Wages  of  Officers 

229.00 

Transportation 

533.70 

Telephone 

160.77 

Association  Dues 

3.00 

Lockups 

26.50 

Supplies  and  Equipment 

206.83 

Office  Equipment 

184.05 

-  $4,788.85 

Police  Department — Special : 

Taunton  Greyhound 

Assn.  $10,885.00 

Standard  Coil  Corp.  1,077.00 

Miscellaneous  126.50 

-  $12,088.50 


Fire  Department : 

Wages  $1,734.00 

Telephone  605.96 

Heat  558.00 

Electricity  60.49 

Water  30.00 

New  Equipment  2,640.63 

Truck  Repairs  173.90 

Gas  and  Oil  108.76 

Repairs  to  North 

Dighton  Station  328.99 


$1,228.91 


Association  Dues 
Miscellaneous 
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5.00 
8.99 

-  $6,254.72 

Fire  Department — Special : 

Taunton  Greyhound  Assn.  $784.00 


Total  Protection  of  Persons  and  Property 

Health  and  Sanitation: 


Board  of  Health : 

Administration  Salaries  $399.84 
Salary  of  Nurse  1,344.00 

Salary  of  Substitute  120.00 

Dues  and  Luncheons  27.50 

Mileage — Nurses  36.76 


Salary  of  Milk  Inspector  200.04 
Salary  of  Animal  Inspector  175.00 

Sealer  Weights  and  Measures : 

Salary  $100.00 

New  Dies  9.62 

-  109.62 

Board,  Treatment  ana 


Medical  Care  392.67 

Vital  Statistics  131.00 

Playground  Rental  30.00 

Telephone  95.82 

Ambulance : 

Gas,  Oil  and 


Repairs  $340.31 
Drivers  151.00 

-  491.31 

Town  Dumps  Maintenance  380.00 
Miscellaneous  4.00 

-  $3,937.56 

Mosquito  Control : 

State  Reclamation  Board  $250.00 

Total  Health  and  Sanitation 


$23,916.07 


$4,187.56 
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Highways  and  Bridges: 


Street  Department : 


Wages  $2,421.30 

Superintendent  Salary  220.00 

Truck  Repairs  80.48 

Gasoline  and  Oil  109.92 

Snow  Removal  and  Sanding  321.75 
Tree  Work  124.00 

Hired  Equipment  1,647.75 

Work  on  Dumps  85.00 

Tools  and  Equipment  382.71 

Materials  501.85 

Beacon  Maintenance  39.00 

Plans  5.00 


$5,938.76 


Dighton-Berkley  Bridge : 

Tender’s  Salary  $840.00 

Power  12.00 

Repairs  60.15 

-  $912.15 


Road  Machinery  Account : 

Equipment  $136.52 

Truck  Repairs  236.39 

Gasoline  and  Oil  627.09 

-  $1,000.00 


Chapter  81 : 

Labor 

Hired  Equipment 
Materials 


$7,413.80 

7,650.15 

5,522.87 

-  $20,586.82 


Chapter  90  Maintenance : 

Labor  $216.00 

Hired  Equipment  123.20 

Materials  1,160.39 


$1,499.59 
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Sidewalk  Maintenance : 

Labor 

Materials 

Care  of  Town  Elms : 
Contract  Work 

Gypsy  Moth : 

Labor 

Contract  Work 


$234.00 

165.67 


$42.00 

450.00 


Industrial  Tractor  Loader : 

Purchase  Price 
New  Truck : 

Purchase  Price 

Special  Light — Dog  Track : 

Light  at  Williams  Street 

Total  Highways  and  Bridges 


$399.67 


$1,497.50 


$492.00 

$3,692.50 

$2,951.11 

$12.26 


Charities  and  Veterans’  Benefits: 


Aid  to  Dependent  Children : 


Cash — Direct  Aid 
Kind — Direct  Aid 

Disability  Assistance : 

Direct  Aid — Cash 
Direct  Aid — Kind 

Old  Age  Assistance : 

Direct  Aid — Cash 
Direct  Aid — Kind 
Outside  Relief 


$7,723.56 

734.47 

-  $8,458.03 


$5,244.76 

1,565.46 

-  $6,810.22 


$40,164.03 

2,884.01 

1,414.84 


0 


$38,982.36 


$44,462.88 
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Administration : 

Administration  Salaries  $399.84 


Social  Worker 
Telephone 
Mileage 
Office  Supplies 
Association  Dues 

Veterans’  Benefits : 

Salary  of  Agent 
Direct  Aid 
Medical  Care 
Association  Dues 

Public  Welfare : 

Cash  Grants 
Groceries 
Fuel 
Clothing 
Board  and  Care 
Medical  Care 
Outside  Relief 

Christmas  Fund : 


2,568.38 

131.12 

90.18 

128.34 

18.00 

-  $3,335.86 


$100.00 

2,979.60 

185.32 

12.00 

- -  $3,276.92 


$867.15 

782.27 

83.77 

166.39 

159.75 

89.34 

94.50 

-  $2,243.17 

$500.00 


Total  Charities  and  Veterans’  Benefits 


Schools  and  Library : 

School  Department : 

Teachers’  Salaries 

General  Control 

Transportation 

Janitors’  Salaries 

Books 

Supplies 

Fuel 

Electricity  • 


$117,082.20 

7,816.68 

14,863.15 

12,657.01 

3,338.06 

2,578.49 

4,627.31 

2,493.60 


$69,087.08 
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Water 

387.97 

Gas 

382.01 

Boiler  Repairs 

132.51 

Janitors’  Supplies 

943.63 

Health 

2,631.26 

New  Equipment 

2,599.76 

Repairs 

1,501.42 

Libraries 

486.13 

Household  Arts 

190.45 

Vocational  Shop 

1,405.77 

Miscellaneous 

1,264.69 

H.  S.  Driveway  Repairs 

27.20 

Dental  Fund 

787.50 

Tuition 

61.20 

$178,258.00 

U.  S.  Grants : 

Smith-Hughes  Fund 

$245.82 

High  School  Oil  Burner  and  Heater: 

$5,326.00 

Elementary  School  Library : 

Books 

$524.63 

Public  Library : 

Librarian’s  Salary 
Assistance  Librarian 
J  anitor 
Books 
Magazines 
Fuel 
Lighting 
Supplies 
Repairs 
Water 

Miscellaneous 

-  $1,646.57 


$550.00 

14.75 

230.00 

490.01 

65.23 

202.10 

33.80 

3.75 

23.25 

25.00 

8.68 
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Total  Schools  and  Library 


$186,001.02 
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Unclassified  School  Accounts: 


Elementary  School  Building  Construction : 

Projectors,  Screens  and 

Recorder  $666.08 

Plumbing  and  Electricity 

and  Generator  903.89 

Grading  Lawn — balance  1,036.50 

Gymnasium  Installations  140.37 

Kitchen  Equipment  164.65 

Equipment — 

Principal’s  Office  64.00 

Janitor’s  Equipment  106.01 

Dedication  Invitations  30.00 

-  $3,111.50 


High  School  Athletics : 


Officials 

$421.50 

Officers 

88.00 

Janitors 

84.00 

Equipment,  etc. 

2,046.55 

Supplies 

121.65 

Transportation 

527.60 

Medical  Attendance 

30.00 

Cleaning 

85.60 

Miscellaneous 

98.84 

$3,503.74 


High  School  Cafeteria : 

Labor 

Food 

Laundry 

New  Equipment 

Supplies 


$3,400.20 

7,255.04 

147.87 

443.90 

1.75 

-  $11,248.76 


Elementary  School  Cafeteria : 


Labor 

Food 

Laundry 


$6,108.38 

13,763.26 

124.00 


Mileage 

New  Equipment 
Miscellaneous 
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53.04 

1,054.81 

53.33 

- $21,156.82 


Total  Unclassified  School  Accounts 


Unclassified  and  Miscellaneous: 

Civil  Defense : 

Equipment  $109.89 

Repairs  to  Equipment  14.00 

Fuel  58.12 

Office  Supplies  14.50 


Memorial  Day  Observance : 

Flags  $37.50 

Flowers  71.20 


Tax  Title  Account : 

Preparing  Deed 
County  Retirement  Fund: 


$3.25 


$196.51 


$108.70 


$1,511.86 


Total  Unclassified  and  Miscellaneous 


Interest  and  Maturing  Debt : 

Interest  on  Elementary  School  Bonds  $9,790.00 
Elementary  School  Bonds  25,000.00 


Total  Interest  and  Maturing  Debt 

Agency  and  Trust  Funds : 

Trust  Funds : 

Perpetual  Care  Funds  $212.37 

Charles  S.  Chase  Fund  23.88 


$39,020.82 


$1,820.32 


$34,790.00 


$236.25 
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State : 

State  Audit  $  .79 

State  Parks  455.14 

- $455.93 

County  Taxes : 

Dog  Licenses  $876.00 

T.  B.  Hospital  Assessment  4,223.46 
County  Taxes  9,893.24 

-  $14,992.70 

Federal  Withholding  Tax : 

Withheld  from  Wages  $24,975.42 

County  Retirement : 

Withheld  from  Wages  $2,106.73 

Town  of  Berkley  for  proportionate 
part  of  Sale  of  Steel  Plates — 

Dighton-Berkley  Bridge  $63.90 


Total  Agency  and  Trust  Funds  $42,830.93 


Refunds: 

1952  Motor  Vehicle 
Excise  Tax 

1953  Motor  Vehicle 
Excise  Tax 

1953  Real  Estate  Tax 
Total  Refunds 

Total  Expenditures 


$180.67 

300.30 

$480.97 

38.95 

$519.92 

$461,271.10 


Cash  Balance  as  of  December  31,  1953 


$124,621.64 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
DEPARTMENTAL  STATEMENT 


General  Government : 

Appropriations 

$17,055.36 

From  Reserve  Acct. — Appr. 

860.12 

Expenditures 

$17,915.48 

17,915.48 

Balance 

none 

Retirement  Account : 

Appropriation 

$1,000.00 

Expenditures 

791.63 

Balance 

$208.37 

Printing  and  Publishing  Assessment  List 

• 

• 

Appropriation 

$300.00 

Expenditures 

179.00 

Balance 

$121.00 

Veterans’  Memorial  Hall  Maintenance: 

Appropriation 

$500.00 

Expenditures 

366.99 

Balance 

$133.01 

Veterans’  Memorial  Hall  Repair  Account: 

Appropriation 

$1,000.00 

Expenditures 

861.92 

Balance 

$138.08 

Police  Department : 

Appropriation 

$5,230.00 

Expenditures 

4,788.85 

Balance 


$441.15 


76 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Police  Department — Special : 

Receipts : 

Taunton  Greyhound  Assn. 
Standard  Coil  Corp. 
Miscellaneous 


Expenditures 

Balance 

Fire  Department : 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

Balance 

Fire  Department — Special : 

Receipts : 

Taunton  Greyhound  Assn. 
Expenditures 
Balance 

Fire  Truck  Account : 

From  Excess  and  Deficiency 
Expenditures 

Balance 

Board  of  Health : 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

Balance 

Mosquito  Control : 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 


$10,885.00 

1,077.00 

126.50 


$12,088.50 

12,088.50 


$6,498.60 

6,254.72 


$784.00 

784.00 


$7,500.00 

none 


$4,159.08 

3,937.56 


$250.00 

250.00 


none 


$243.88 


none 


$7,500.00 


$221.52 


Balance 


none 
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Street  Department : 

Appropriation 

From  Reserve  Acct. — Appr. 

$5,500.00 

438.76 

- 

Expenditures 

$5,938.76 

5,938.76 

Balance 

Dighton-Berkley  Bridge : 

Appropriation 

From  Reserve  Acct. — Appr. 

$900.00 

12.15 

none 

Expenditures 

$912.15 

912.15 

Balance 

Road  Machinery  Account : 

From  Road  Machinery  Fund 
Expenditures 

$1,000.00 

1,000.00 

none 

Balance 

Chapter  81 : 

Appropriation 

From  Reserve  Acct. — Appr. 

From  Excess  and  Deficiency 

$7,200.00 

186.82 

13,200.00 

none 

Expenditures 

$20,586.82 

20,586.82 

Balance 

Chapter  90  Maintenance : 

Appropriation 

From  Excess  and  Deficiency 

$500.00 

1,000.00 

none 

Expenditures 

$1,500.00 

1,499.59 

Balance 


$  .41 
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Sidewalk  Maintenance : 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

$400.00 

399.67 

Balance 

$  .33 

Care  of  Town  Elms : 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

$1,500.00 

1,497.50 

Balance 

$2.50 

Gypsy  Moth : 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

$500.00 

492.00 

Balance 

$8.00 

Industrial  Tractor  Loader : 

From  Excess  and  Deficiency 

From  Road  Machinery  Fund 

$1,000.00 

5,000.00 

Expenditures 

$6,000.00 

3,692.50 

Transferred  to  New  Truck  Acct. 

$2,307.50 

2,307.50 

Balance 

none 

New  Truck  Account : 

From  Industrial  Loader  Acct. 

From  Excess  and  Deficiency 

$2,307.50 

692.50 

Expenditures 

$3,000.00 

2,951.11 

Balance 


$48.89 
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Special  Light — Dog  Track : 

From  Taunton  Greyhound  Assn.  $12.26 

Expenditures  12.26 

Balance 


General  Relief  Administration : 


Appropriation 

$1,500.00 

A.D.C.  Adm.  Jan.  1, 1953  Bal.  $288.56 

Received  during  1953 

324.57 

613.13 

D.A.Adm.  Jan.  1,  1953  Bal. 

$161.86 

Received  during  1953 

105.35 

267.21 

0. A. A. Adm.  Jan.  1,  1953  Bal.  $486.31 

Received  during  1953 

893.61 

1,379.92 

$3,760.26 

Expenditures 

3,335.86 

Balance 

A.D.C.  Adm. — U.  S.  Grant 

$18.53 

D.A.  Adm. — U.  S.  Grant 

17.71 

O.A.A.  Adm. — U.  S.  Grant 

134.25 

$253.91 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children : 

Appropriation 

$5,000.00 

U.  S.  Grant  Jan.  1,  1953  Bal.  $260.10 

Received  during  1953 

4,054.10 

4,314.20 

$9,314.20 

Expenditures 

8,458.03 

Balance 

Appropriation — 

$42.89 

U.  S.  Grant 

$813.28 

none 


$424.40 


$856.17 
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Disability  Assistance : 

Appropriation  “  $3,500.00 

U.  S.  Grant  Jan.  1,  1953  Bal.  $349.30 
Received  during  1953  3,219.28 

-  3,568.58 


$7,068.58 

Expenditures  6,810.22 


Balance 


Old  Age  Assistance : 

Appropriation  $25,000.00 

U.  S.  Grant  Jan.  1,  1953  Bal.  $312.22 
Received  in  1953  19,217.05 

-  19,529.27 


$44,529.27 

Expenditures  44,462.88 


Balance 

Public  Welfare: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 


$4,500.00 

2,243.17 


$258.36 


$66.39 


Balance 

Veterans’  Benefits: 

Appropriation 

From  Reserve  Acct. — Appr. 


$2,256.83 


$3,200.00 

76.92 


Expenditures 


$3,276.92 

3,276.92 


Balance 


none 
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Christmas  Fund : 

From  Taunton  Greyhound  Assn.  $500.00 

Expenditures  500.00 

Balance 

School  Department : 

Appropriation 
Expenditures 

Balance 

U.  S.  Grant — Smith-Hughes  Fund : 

Jan.  1,  1953  Balance  $255.03 

Received  during  1953  1,731.80 

$1,986.83 

Expenditures  245.82 


$178,258.00 

178,258.00 
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none 


none 


Balance  U.  S.  Grant 

•  ■ 

High  School  Oil  Burner  Account: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

Balance 

Elementary  School  Library : 

From  Dog  Fund 
Expenditures 


$1,741.01 


$5,326.00 

5,326.00 


none 


$524.63 

524.63 


Balance 

Public  Library : 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 


none 


$1,650.00 

1,646.57 


Balance 


$3.43 
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Elementary  School  Building  Construction : 


Jan.  1,  1953  Balance 
Expenditures 

Balance 

High  School  Athletics : 
Jan.  1,  1953  Balance 
Received  during  1953 
Appropriation 


Expenditures 

Balance 

High  School  Cafeteria: 
Jan.  1,  1953  Balance 
Received  during  1953 


Expenditures 


$3,111.50 

3,111.50 


none 


$367.59 

2,160.97 

1,000.00 


$3,528.56 

3,503.74 


$24.82 


$34.03 

11,916.02 


$11,950.05 

11,248.76 


Balance 

Elementary  School  Cafeteria: 

Jan.  1,  1953  Balance 
Received  during  1953 


$701.29 


$1,466.06 

20,529.37 


Expenditures 


$21,995.43 

21,156.82 


Balance  $838.61 

Civil  Defense: 

Jan.  1,  1953  Balance  $120.91 

Appropriation  250.00 


$370.91 

Expenditures  196.51 


Balance 


$174.40 
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Memorial  Day  Observance : 

Appropriation 

$125.00 

Expenditures 

108.70 

Balance 

$16.30 

Tax  Title  Redemption : 

Jan.  1,  1953  Balance 

$186.89 

Appropriation 

200.00 

Expenditures 

$386.89 

3.25 

Balance 

$383.64 

County  Retirement  Assessment : 

Appropriation 

$1,511.86 

Expenditures 

1,511.86 

Balance 

none 

Town  Cemetery  Account : 

Jan.  1,  1953  Balance 

$51.40 

Expenditures 

none 

Balance 

$51.40 

Interest  on  School  Bonds : 

Appropriation 

$9,790.00 

Expenditures 

9,790.00 

Balance 

none 

School  Bonds : 

Appropriation 

$25,000.00 

Expenditures 

25,000.00 

Balance 


none 
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Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund : 

Receipts 

Expenditures 

Balance 

Charles  S.  Chase  Trust  Fund : 

Receipts 

Expenditures 

Balance 

Dog  Licenses : 

Receipts 

Expenditures 

Balance 

County  Retirement  Tax : 

Jan.  1,  1953  Balance 
Withheld  from  Wages 


Expenditures 

Balance 

Federal  Withholding  Tax : 

Jan.  1,  1953  Balance 
Withheld  from  Wages 


Expenditures 


$212.37 

212.37 


$23.88 

23.88 


$876.00 

876.00 


$190.70 

1,916.03 


$2,106.73 

2,106.73 


$1,776.75 

23,198.67 


$24,975.42 

24,975.42 


none 


none 


none 


none 


Balance 


none 
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Reserve  Account  Appropriated :  $5,000.00 

From  Overlay  Surplus 
To :  General  Government  $860.12 

Dighton-Berkley  Bridge  12.15 
Veterans’  Benefits  76.92 

Chapter  81  186.82 

Street  Dept.  438.76 

-  1,574.77 


$3,425.23 

$8,660.87 

19,704.16 


Balance 

Total  Appropriation  Balances 

Revenue  Receipts  over  Assessors’  Estimates 


Surplus  Revenue  to  Excess  and  Deficiency 

Account  for  1953  $28,365.03 

I  certify,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  that  the 
reports  contained  herein  are  correct.  The  cash  balances  of  all 
officers  intrusted  with  the  receipt,  custody  or  expenditure  of 
money  have  been  verified  and  all  such  books  and  accounts  are 
in  order.  The  Tax  Collector’s  report  as  published  is  correct. 
All  payments  to  the  Treasurer  have  been  properly  warranted, 
and  all  receipts  have  been  recorded.  Cash  and  Securities  of  the 
Trust  Funds  have  been  verified,  all  income  accounted  for,  and 
all  payments  warranted. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RUTH  D.  LEEMING, 


Town  Auditor. 
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Chapter  90  Maintenance — County  500.00  Overlay,  Reserved  for 

-  5,642.79  Abatement  of  1952  Taxes  4,364.28 

1954  Revenue:  Overlay,  Reserved  for 

1953  State  Taxes  and  Assessments  147.14  Abatement  of  1953  Taxes  4,803.10 
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DIGHTON 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


Term  Expires 


Wyman  E.  Hawkes,  Chairman  1955 

Segreganset 

Mrs.  Catherine  C.  Carr,  Secretary  1955 

Briggs  Street,  North  Dighton 

Peter  R.  Tuttle,  Financial  Secretary  1954 

Williams  Street,  North  Dighton 

John  Gray  1956 

40  Tremont  Street,  North  Dighton 

Herbert  Holt  1956 

22  Andrews  Street,  North  Dighton 

Lawrence  Mendoza  .  1954 

Elm  Street,  Dighton 

Superintendent 


John  J.  Rolfe,  B.  Ed.,  M.  Ed. 
Residence:  117  School  Street,  North  Dighton 
Office:  Dighton  High  School,  Segreganset 
Telephone :  Dighton  3361  (Office) 

Taunton  2-0698  (Home) 

Office  Hours : 

Monday  through  Friday,  8 :30  A.  M. — 9 :30  A.  M. 

and  by  appointment. 

Secretary 

Gladys  P.  Babbitt 

School  Physician 

Charles  M.  Souza,  M.D. 

School  Nurse 

Esther  Bowden,  R.N. 

Attendance  Supervisor 

Howell  S.  Carr 
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GENERAL  INFORMATION 

Entrance  Age 

First  grade  registration  in  September  of  any  year  will 
be  limited  to  those  children  who  are  at  least  six  years  of  age 
or  who  will  become  six  years  of  age  on  or  before  the  following 
January  1.  There  will  be  no  exceptions  made  to  this  ruling. 

Birth  Certificates 

Presentation  of  a  birth  certificate  is  required  for  entrance 
to  the  first  grade. 

Vaccination 

Every  child  who  enters  school  for  the  first  time  must 
present  a  certificate  of  vaccination  or  a  statement  from  his 
physician  that  vaccination  is  inadvisable. 

NO  SCHOOL  INFORMATION 

Elementary  School 

Whenever  it  seems  advisable  to  close  the  elementary  school 
the  notice  will  be  broadcast  over  Radio  Station  WPEP,  Taun¬ 
ton,  and  over  Radio  Station  WSAR,  Fall  River. 

High  School 

Whenever  the  school  buses  can  be  safely  operated  there 
will  be  school  at  Dighton  High  School  unless  unforeseen  emer¬ 
gencies  make  it  necessary  to  close.  In  the  event  of  closing,  the 
information  will  be  specificaly  announced  over  the  radio  as 
indicated  above  for  the  elementary  school. 

TRANSPORTATION 

The  law  requires  that  transportation  be  provided  for 
pupils  residing  more  than  two  miles  from  the  school  attended 
or  more  than  one  mile  from  the  nearest  bus  stop.  Many  pupils 
living  at  lesser  distances  along  established  routes  are  trans¬ 
ported  if  the  seating  capacity  of  the  bus  will  permit.  From 
time  to  time  it  is  necessary  to  refuse  transportation  to  some 
of  those  living  under  the  required  distance  when  our  buses 
are  filled  to  capacity  with  children  living  at  a  greater  dis¬ 
tance. 
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CALENDAR  FOR  SCHOOL  YEAR 

1953  -  1954 
Dighton  High  School 


School  opens 

September  9,  1953 

closes 

December  23,  1953 

opens 

January  4, 1954 

closes 

February  19, 1954 

opens 

March  1,  1954 

closes 

April  15,  1954 

opens 

April  26,  1954 

closes 

June  23,  1954 

Elementary  School 

School  opens 

September  9,  1953 

closes 

December  23,  1953 

opens 

January  4,  1954 

closes 

February  19,  1954 

opens 

March  1,  1954 

closes 

April  15,  1954 

opens 

April  26,  1954 

closes 

June  11,  1954 

Schools  will  c. 

'ose  on  the  following  days : 

October  12 — Columbus  Day 

October  30 — Teachers’  Convention 

November  11 — Armistice  Day 

November  26  and  27 — Thanksgiving  Recess 

April  16 — Good  Friday 

May  31 — Memorial  Day 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


93 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 
Receipts 

Appropriation  $178,258.00 


Expenditures 


General  Control 
Transportation 
Teachers’  Salaries 
Books 

Audio-Visual  Aids 
Supplies 

Janitors’  Supplies 
Fuel 

Electricity 

Gas 

Water 

Janitors’  Salaries 
Miscellaneous 
Boiler  Repairs 
Repairs 
Health 

New  Equipment 
Library 
Staff  Expenses 
Tuition 

Vocational  Education: 
General  Shop 
Household  Arts 
Dental  Fund 


$7,783.21 

14,865.65 

117,082.20 

3,039.13 

484.00 

2,544.72 

886.61 

4,627.31 

2,493.60 

501.67 

387.97 

12,657.01 

1,123.59 

132.51 

1,534.63 

2.627.76 

2.599.76 
418.63 

26.87 

67.80 

1,393.29 

192.58 

787.50 

- $178,258.00 


NET  COST  TO  TOWN 

Expenditures,  1953  $178,258.00 

Receipts,  1953 : 

Chapter  70,  General  State  Aid  $33,281.59 
Reimbursement,  Superintendent’s 
Salary  and  Travel 


2,426.66 
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Reimbursement,  Vocational 


Education 

6,463.82 

Transportation 

11,505.00 

State  Wards 

940.15 

Tuition : 

Berkley 

9,204.74 

Freetown 

9,473.38 

Rehoboth 

1,878.00 

Lakeville 

175.00 

Miscellaneous  Tuition 

666.68 

Miscellaneous  Receipts 

345.79 

Dental  Clinic  Income 

491.00 

Total  Receipts,  1953 

$76,851.81 


Net  Cost  to  Town 


$101,406.19 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

To  the  Citizens  of  Dighton : 

I  herewith  submit  my  eleventh  annual  report  as  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Schools  of  Dighton.  The  report  of  the  School 
Committee  is  incorporated  herein.  The  reports  of  the  High 
School  Principal,  the  Elementary  School  Principal,  the  Voca¬ 
tional  School  Director,  and  the  Music  Supervisor  cover  the 
many  details  of  these  departments  and  are  strongly  recom¬ 
mended  for  your  perusal.  A  detailed  discussion  of  all  phases 
of  the  activities  of  the  School  Department  is  covered  over  a 
period  of  years.  However,  in  any  one  report  only  the  most 
timely  and  pertinent  are  given  major  emphasis.  The  informa¬ 
tion  set  forth  from  year  to  year  gives  the  citizens  of  the  Town 
a  working  knowledge  of  the  ways  in  which  their  money  is 
spent,  the  aims  and  objectives  of  the  schools,  the  general 
philosophy  of  the  department,  our  present  problems  as  well 
as  those  of  the  future,  and  the  statistical  information  that  is 
valuable  as  a  record. 


Financial 

The  School  budget  as  being  submitted  for  1954  in  the 
amount  of  $191,235.00  is  $12,977.00  more  than  that  of  1953. 
However,  additional  income  from  various  sources  other  than 
the  tax  levy  reduces  this  increase  to  $4,298.28.  Practically  all 
of  the  additional  amount  necessary  is  reflected  in  salaries, 
transportation,  and  heating  costs. 

The  detailed  explanation  of  the  Dighton  Teachers  salary 
schedule  was  set  forth  in  last  year's  Town  Report,  but  it  might 
be  well  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  it  does  not  become  fully 
effective  until  September  of  1954.  This  year  the  School  Com¬ 
mittee  voted  to  recognize  fifteen  years  of  teaching  experience 
as  being  the  equivalent  of  a  Bachelor’s  Degree  for  salary  pur¬ 
poses.  All  degree  holding  teachers  with  at  least  eight  years 
of  experience  will  be  receiving  between  $3,800.00  and  $4,100.00, 
depending  on  education,  by  September  of  1954.  The  non-degree 
group  of  eight  elementary  teachers  will  arrive  at  maximum 
in  September  of  1955.  Additional  amounts  are  paid  to  piin- 
cipals,  coaches,  vocational  teachers,  and  supervisors. 
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Transportation  costs  increased  because  of  the  necessity 
of  transportation  for  students  living  in  the  vicinity  of  Miller’s 
Lane  and  because  of  the  need  for  adding  an  extra  bus  trip 
to  alleviate  crowding  on  the  West  Dighton  bus. 

Personnel 

The  adoption  of  a  better  salary  schedule  has  enabled  us 
to  retain  more  of  our  good  teachers  and  has  helped  in  com¬ 
peting  with  other  communities  in  securing  the  services  of 
superior  replacements  as  vacancies  occur.  During  the  past  year 
only  one  teacher  resigned  to  accept  a  better  paying  position 
elsewhere.  Seven  others  resigned  for  reasons  beyond  our  con¬ 
trol.  With  the  teacher  shortage  growing  more  acute  each  year 
the  importance  of  making  every  effort  to  retain  our  present 
people  cannot  be  overemphasized.  The  existence  of  wholesome 
attitudes  on  the  part  of  parents  and  the  maintenance  of  har¬ 
mony  within  the  school  are  most  important.  At  all  times,  how¬ 
ever,  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  our  first  responsibility  is  to 
endeavor  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  pupils  of  the  school  even 
though  such  action  may  occasionally  inconvenience  the  teacher 
or  the  parents. 

The  continued  increase  in  the  number  of  meals  served 
in  the  elementary  cafeteria  necessitated  the  employment  of 
an  additional  assistant  in  this  department.  From  a  large  list 
of  applicants  Mrs.  Louise  Gomes  was  chosen  by  the  School 
Committee  for  the  position. 

We  have  so  many  valuable  employees  in  the  school  de¬ 
partment  that  one  is  reluctant  to  single  out  any  particular 
individuals  for  special  attention.  I  believe,  however,  that  the 
work  of  our  custodians  in  both  the  elementary  school  and  the 
high  school  merits  special  mention.  These  men  have  at  all 
times  put  forth  exceptional  effort  in  maintaining  the  schools 
and  in  attending  to  problems  that  are  beyond  their  ordinary 
responsibilities.  Their  attitude  toward  the  importance  of  their 
position  as  well  as  their  cooperation  with  the  administration 
is  of  high  order. 
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Enrollment 

From  time  to  time  we  are  questioned  concerning  the 
future  school  enrollment  in  Dighton  and  its  effect  on  school 
housing.  Predicting  future  school  population  is  a  difficult  oper¬ 
ation  in  a  small  town  because  relatively  small  increases  can 
cause  serious  handicaps  in  some  classes.  The  present  elemen¬ 
tary  enrollment  of  506  pupils  is  far  from  the  number  that 
might  be  regarded  as  a  possible  peak  load.  From  a  high  point 
of  622  pupils  in  1929  the  enrollment  gradually  decreased  to 
the  low  point  of  395  in  1947  when  a  gradual  upward  trend 
began.  Statistics  from  1924  to  1939  for  grades  one  to  eight 
are  as  follows: 


Year 

No.  Pupils 

Year 

No.  Pupils 

1924 

585 

1932 

602 

1925 

.  586 

1933 

.  . .  588 

1926 

604 

1934 

597 

1927 

.  600 

1935 

543 

1928 

.  598 

1936 

541 

1929 

622 

1937 

539 

1930 

591 

1938 

511 

1931 

591 

1939 

517 

From  these  statistics  one  might  conclude  that  with  our 
present  town  population  we  should  again  reach  an  enrollment 
of  over  600  students,  but  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  country¬ 
wide  the  average  number  of  children  per  family  was  larger 
thirty  years  ago  than  it  is  today.  For  the  past  five  years  our 
entering  first  grade  has  fluctuated  between  60  and  80  pupils 
for  an  average  of  68.  Should  this  trend  continue  and  should 
retardation  remain  fairly  low  we  can  expect  approximately 
560  pupils  by  the  year  1956  for  an  average  of  31  to  the  grade. 
Extensive  home  construction  would  in  all  probability  present  a 
school  building  problem. 

We  know  definitely  that  we  are  faced  with  an  enrollment 
problem  at  the  High  School.  With  our  present  facilities  we 
should  not  permit  any  increase  beyond  our  current  registra¬ 
tion  of  275.  Our  simplest  solution  is  to  limit  the  number  that 
we  accept  as  tuition  pupils.  We  can  care  for  Dighton  students 
for  years  to  come. 
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We  have  indicated  above  that  with  our  Town  population 
remaining  constant  we  may  encounter  no  housing  problem  at 
the  elementary  school.  Should  we  be  faced  with  abnormal  en¬ 
rollments  we  can  meet  the  problem  in  one  of  several  ways. 

1.  An  addition  to  the  present  elementary  building. 

2.  Eliminate  the  high  school  tuition  students  and  run  a 
six  year  high  school  consisting  of  our  present  seventh  and 
eighth  grade  pupils  together  with  Dighton  High  School  stu¬ 
dents. 

3.  Turn  the  present  High  School  into  a  Junior  High  and 
build  a  regional  school  with  another  community. 

The  second  possibility  is  the  best  from  a  financial  point 
of  view.  The  third  solution  would  greatly  improve  the  High 
School  program  as  well  as  giving  better  facilities  for  the  junior 
high  grades.  The  deficiencies  of  our  present  High  School  have 
been  presented  in  previous  Town  reports  as  well  as  in  the  cur¬ 
rent  reports  of  the  High  School  Principal  and  the  Vocational 
School  Director. 

The  erection  of  a  Town  office  building  will  give  to  the 
high  school  much  needed  space  for  offices,  a  conference  room, 
and  two  classrooms.  The  acquisition  of  these  rooms  will  pro¬ 
vide  for  only  a  few  additional  students  but  will  help  materially 
to  relieve  our  present  handicaps. 

Repairs  and  improvements 

During  the  past  year  the  following  High  School  repairs 
and  improvements  were  made : 

1.  Periodic  scrubbing,  sealing  and  waxing  of  all  floors 

2.  Painting  of  boiler  room  and  miscellaneous  areas 

3.  Replacement  of  shades  in  chemistry  room,  typing 
room,  both  rooms  in  the  addition  at  the  rear  of  the 
high  school,  and  in  Room  22 

4.  Insulation  of  ceilings  of  two  classrooms,  health  room, 
teachers’  room,  and  part  of  corridor 

5.  Recovering  and  reconditioning  of  all  gym  mats 

6.  Purchase  of  deep  freeze  from  cafeteria  funds 

7.  Replacement  of  gas  stoves  in  home  economics  depart¬ 
ment 

8.  Replacement  of  three  typewriters 
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9.  Installation  of  oil  burner 

10.  Purchase  of  16  millimeter  sound  projector 

11.  Purchase  of  Bessler  Vuelite 

12.  Kitchen  redecorated 

13.  Rebuilding  of  power  lawn  mower 

Elementary  School 

1.  Periodic  scrubbing,  sealing,  and  waxing  of  all  floors 

2.  Walk-in  refrigerator  purchased  from  cafeteria  funds 

3.  Purchase  of  bicycle  rack 

4.  Acquisition  of  new  automatic  feed  liquid  duplicator 

5.  Purchase  of  sound  projector,  strip  film  projector, 
movie  screens,  tape  recorder,  and  film  library 

6.  Purchase  of  $700  worth  of  library  books 

7.  Money  counting  and  wrapping  machine  provided  from 
cafeteria  funds 

8.  Equipping  of  extra  room  with  thirty-five  new  desks 

■  »  .  *  -•  i\i 

\ 

Future  Needs 
High  School 

1.  Painting  of  exterior  trim  within  next  two  years 

2.  Replacement  of  our  1940  beachwagon  by  1955  if  we 
continue  to  use  it  for  pupil  transportation  purposes 

3.  Continuance  of  insulation  project 

4.  Periodic  replacement  of  typewriters 

5.  Opaque  projector 

6.  Purchase  of  a  few  window  curtains  each  year 

7.  Installation  of  acoustical  ceiling  in  cafeteria 

Elementary  School 

V  ■  • 

1.  Venetian  blinds 

2.  Improvement  of  drainage  on  rear  playground 

3.  Power  hoe  for  shrubbery  beds 

4.  Additional  desks 

5.  Continued  expansion  of  library 

6.  Improvement  of  stage  lighting 

7.  Grand  piano 

8.  Office  counter 
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Conclusion 

**.  •  v*  ■  j r* *  *  - 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  school  personnel, 
the  School  Committee,  the  town  officials,  the  parents,  and  the 
townspeople  in  general  for  their  continued  support  and  co¬ 
operation.  Only  by  working  together  in  a  spirit  of  understand¬ 
ing  and  good  will  can  we  offer  to  the  boys  and  girls  the  kind 
of  education  that  they  rightly  deserve.  Only  in  an  atmosphere 
untroubled  by  petty  bickering  and  petty  criticism  can  the 
people  you  have  employed  to  teach  your  children  do  their  best 
work.  May  the  next  year  be  as  successful  as  that  of  1953. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  J.  ROLFE, 

v  1 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  NURSE 


To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools : 

Dear  Mr.  Rolf e : 

I  submit  the  following  report  for  1953. 

During  the  past  year  an  extensive  health  program  has 
been  carried  out  in  the  schools  of  Dighton. 

The  Pre-school  Clinic  was  held  on  May  26th  and  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  a  free  physical  examination  and  small-pox  vaccina¬ 
tion,  sixty-seven  out  of  seventy  pupils  listed  for  entering  the 
first  grade  were  registered,  ready  for  entrance  in  September. 
This  plan  has  proven  to  be  beneficial  to  both  students  and 
faculty  as  it  alleviated  nearly  all  the  confusion  of  “the  first 
day.”  It  is  planned  to  continue  this  in  the  future  with  other 
added  benefits  to  prepare  the  child  for  school  life. 

The  Health  Room  in  the  Elementary  School  has  been  the 
scene  of  much  activity,  although  only  first  aid  is  given  pupils 
requiring  treatment. 
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The  annual  physical  examination  was  given  to  all  school 
pupils  as  well  as  the  Massachusetts  Vision  Test  and  a  hearing 
test  by  the  Puretone  Audiometer.  If  upon  examination  a  child 
needs  further  treatment  the  parents  are  notified  of  the  exist¬ 
ing  condition. 

Again  the  pupils  of  the  Elementary  School  were  given 
the  opportunity  to  participate  in  the  Dental  Clinic  which  was 
held  for  a  total  of  fifty-two  mornings.  Three  hundred  ninety 
eight  pupils  were  taken  to  the  clinic.  The  benefits  of  this  pro¬ 
gram  have  proven  very  worthwhile  and  are  more  evident  each 
year.  This  program  is  now  in  its  seventh  year. 

Another  program  which  has  only  recently  become  avail¬ 
able,  the  Bristol  County  Mental  Health  Clinics,  Inc.,  has  of¬ 
fered  service  to  six  Dighton  pupils. 

Again  the  Red  Cross  Home  Nursing  Course  was  given  at 
ihe  High  School.  Seventeen  pupils  were  awarded  certificates 
for  satisfactorily  passing  the  requirements  of  this  program. 

Chest  X-rays  were  taken  of  High  School  sophomores  and 
seniors,  and  all  school  personnel.  This  was  made  possible 
through  the  facilities  of  the  Bristol  County  Health  Associ¬ 
ation. 

Without  the  cooperation  of  the  school  authorities,  parents 
and  citizens  of  Dighton,  such  a  successful  health  program 
would  not  be  possible.  My  sincere  thanks  to  everyone  who  has 
assisted  in  1953. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

ESTHER  BOWDEN,  R.N. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF 
THE  DIGHTON  HIGH  SCHOOL 


To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools : 

I  herewith  submit  my  fifth  annual  report  as  Principal  of 
the  Dighton  High  School. 

A  year  ago  my  report  dealt  with  the  major  programs 
of  the  High  School.  This  report  will  outline  some  of  the  major 
problems  of  the  school  and  will  explore  thoroughly  one  de¬ 
partment  mentioned  a  year  ago — the  guidance  department. 

Enrollment  indicating  the  distribution  of  pupils  by  towns 
and  curricula  statistics  on  October  1,  1953,  follows: 


Enrollment  Statistics 


Class 

Dighton 

Freetown 

Berkley 

Rehoboth 

Somerset 

Lakeville 

Total 

Freshmen 

37 

31 

20 

88 

Sophomore 

49 

9 

17  J 

1 

.  « 

1  77 

Junior 

39 

12 

14 

.  . 

.  , 

65 

Senior 

21 

12 

11 

1 

45 

Totals 

146 

64 

62 

1 

1 

1  275 

Curricula  Statistics 

Class 

College 

Commercial 

General 

Vocational  Totals 

Freshmen 

27 

38 

6 

17 

88 

Sophomore 

22 

32 

8 

15 

77 

Junior 

18 

31 

8 

8 

65 

Senior 

16 

16 

9 

4 

45 

Totals 

83 

117 

31 

44 

275 

Attendance 

Although  Rehoboth  students  were  not  admitted  this  year, 
our  enrollment  remained  the  same  as  last  October,  1952 — a 
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total  of  275  students.  When  the  present  senior  class  graduates 
in  June,  the  forty-seven  students  will  be  counteracted  by  about 
eighty-five  pupils  entering  the  freshmen  class.  This  increase 
of  approximately  thirty  students,  allowing  for  dropouts  from 
other  classes,  will  put  an  added  burden  on  our  room  and  class 
facilities.  Our  ability  to  house  pupils  will  decrease  sharply 
as  the  number  goes  above  three  hundred. 

Housing  and  Enrollment 

With  three  hundred  students  in  the  High  School  next  year, 
a  slight  increase  expected  the  following  year,  followed  by 
much  larger  numbers  in  three  or  four  years,  we  will  soon  have 
more  students  than  we  can  handle. 

While  we  have  had  as  many  as  three  hundred  and  four¬ 
teen  students  enrolled,  the  loss  of  one  of  our  classrooms  to  the 
Vocational  School,  which  utilizes  smaller  class  numbers,  means 
we  can  care  for  about  fifteen  less  pupils.  All  of  our  rooms  are 
occupied  six  periods  a  day,  five  days  a  week.  This  one  hundred 
per  cent  room  utilization  puts  a  severe  strain  on  scheduling, 
room  assignments  and  provisions  for  extra  functions.  A  war¬ 
ranted  increase  in  the  number  of  Household  Arts  Classes  is 
only  possible,  under  the  present  arrangement,  by  taking  time 
allotted  to  the  Elementary  School  for  home  economics.  Our 
freshmen  civics  class  must  be  held  in  the  chemistry  laboratory 
for  lack  of  a  proper  classroom.  Since  there  is  generally  a  great 
deal  of  valuable  equipment  displayed  in  the  room,  it  is  not  ad¬ 
visable  to  use  the  lab  for  other  than  science  classes.  These 
situations  can  be  partially  rectified  by  the  rooms  that  would 
be  made  available  through  the  construction  of  a  Town  Office 
Building. 


Curricula  Changes 

The  additional  faculty  members  in  the  Vocational  School 
has  made  it  possible  to  have  all  academic  and  related  subjects 
of  the  shop  program  taught  by  Vocational  School  instructors. 
The  result  has  been  for  smoother  operation  of  the  High  School. 
Conflicting  interests  have  been  eliminated  and  subject  matter 
pertinent  to  Vocational  Schools  only  is  not  necessary  now  in 
the  High  School  courses  of  study. 
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The  household  arts  department  under  the  very  capable 
direction  of  Miss  Edith  Jones,  is  becoming  more  popular  each 
year.  An  additional  class  in  sewing  was  added  this  year  and 
a  class  in  cooking  should  be  scheduled  in  1954  to  meet  pupil 
demand.  As  I  have  previously  mentioned,  this  is  only  possible 
by  eliminating  some  of  the  time  allotted  to  the  Elementary 
School.  The  purchase  of  four  new  Caloric  gas  stoves  in  Decem¬ 
ber  of  this  year,  plus  room  alterations  providing  counter  space 
for  each  stove,  makes  a  more  functional  household  arts  labora¬ 
tory. 

As  a  trial  for  one  year,  all  non-college  students  are  taking 
five  subjects  instead  of  four.  Under  this  plan  there  is  less  work 
outside  of  school  and  more  accomplished  during  scheduled 
classes.  In  too  many  cases,  it  is  felt  study  periods  are  wasted. 
We  still  feel  that  the  college  student  needs  the  extra  study 
period  for  library  research  work. 

Relieving  the  High  School  teachers  of  vocational  subjects, 
enabled  us  to  add  two  much-needed  subjects  to  the  curriculum. 
Mrs.  Smith  is  teaching  a  nursing  mathematics  course  to  junior 
and  senior  girls  working  for  a  nursing  career.  It  is  planned 
to  run  this  course  every  other  year  in  conjunction  with  solid 
geometry.  Business  math  has  been  shifted  to  the  twelfth  grade. 
In  its  place,  in  the  tenth  grade  commercial  and  general  cur¬ 
riculum,  is  given  a  general  review  arithmetic  called  functional 
mathematics.  We  expect  this  change  to  eliminate  some  of  the 
arithmetic  deficiencies  present  in  the  upper  classes. 

Savings  Program 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  a  change  from  the  Taunton  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank  to  Durfee  Trust  Company  in  Fall  River  was  made 
in  the  Savings  Program.  The  Fall  River  Bank  offers  a  program 
that  entails  less  homeroom  work  and  administrative  time. 
Pupils  also  receive  interest  on  their  money  as  soon  as  deposited 
instead  of  after  approximately  a  three  month  period  as  was 
the  procedure  with  the  former  bank. 

Alumni 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Dighton  High  School  Alumni  was 
held  as  a  school  reunion  at  the  Elementary  School  on  June 
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13th.  Mr.  Robert  Oldmixon,  Class  of  1938,  was  toastmaster 
for  the  banquet  which  was  attended  by  275  graduates.  Much 
of  the  success  of  the  reunion  goes  to  the  hard  work  of  Mrs. 
Eleanor  Smith  who  originated  the  idea  and  saw  it  through  to 
a  successful  conclusion.  It  is  hoped  that  the  organization  will 
continued  to  exist  and  be  capably  run  by  the  alumni  of  the 
school. 

Guidance  Program 

This  year  our  guidance  program  approached  its  highest 
level  of  organization.  This  was  done  by  freeing  Mr.  Francis 
Vitale  from  some  teaching  periods,  enabling  him  to  devote 
time  to  guidance.  The  amount  of  time  available  is  very  slight, 
four  periods  per  week,  but  it  is  a  beginning  and  it  has  been 
so  successful  that  I  strongly  urge  the  School  Committee  to 
consider  means  of  setting  up  a  fully  organized  guidance  pro¬ 
gram. 

Fifty  years  ago  educators  and  laymen  would  have  con¬ 
sidered  the  idea  fantastic  if  some  one  had  suggested  that 
guidance  should  be  provided  at  public  expense  for  every  child 
in  public  schools.  Yet  after  a  slow  start  during  the  first  thirty 
years,  that  concept  is  approaching  reality.  With  principals 
assuming  more  tasks  than  ever  before;  programs  becoming 
more  complex  and  complicated ;  the  school  of  today  developing 
a  more  comprehensive  machine  with  all  of  the  problems  of 
children  with  many  varied  interests;  the  need  of  the  recog¬ 
nition  and  study  of  individual  differences  becomes  more  im¬ 
portant.  For  these  reasons,  the  need  of  an  organized  guidance 
department  with  trained  personnel  to  handle  these  special 
problems  is  necessary. 

The  heart  of  any  guidance  program  is  the  accumulation 
of  pupil  information  through  testing  and  counseling  and  the 
interpretation  and  dissemination  of  results.  We  make  full  use 
of  the  tests  given  in  the  eighth  grade  which  are  forwarded 
to  us  annually.  Students  not  previously  tested  are  given  a  men¬ 
tal  ability  test  in  September  by  Mr.  Vitale.  The  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity  Co-operative  Guidance  Battery  is  given  annually  by 
Boston  University’s  Testing  Service  to  all  juniors.  This  bat- 
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tery  of  tests  indicates  mental  ability,  reading  comprehension 
and  vocational  aptitudes.  The  Massachusetts  Employment  Serv¬ 
ice  also  gives  their  battery  of  tests  to  all  seniors  to  aid  in 
placing  graduates.  This  year  for  the  first  time  all  freshmen 
took  an  Interest  Inventory.  As  the  name  indicates,  the  test 
brings  to  our  attention  likes  and  dislikes  of  pupils  and  is 
highly  important  in  solving  certain  types  of  maladjustments. 

Mr.  Vitale  has  spent  as  much  time  as  the  four  periods 
per  week  will  allow  in  testing  and  counseling  students.  Lack 
of  time  means  that  this  phase  of  guidance  can  scarcely  be 
scratched.  Many  cases  of  maladjustments  can  only  be  solved 
by  searching  all  information  available  and  holding  many  con¬ 
ferences. 

I  have  devoted  a  great  deal  of  my  time  to  counseling  where 
the  need  was  greatest.  Every  pupil  who  has  any  difficulty  with 
any  subject  has  a  private  conference  at  the  end  of  each  mark¬ 
ing  period  concerning  his  work.  From  time  to  time,  I  hold 
meetings  with  all  seniors  who  plan  to  continue  their  education 
beyond  High  School.  We  discuss  choice  of  colleges,  entrance 
requirements,  College  Entrance  Examinations  and  scholar¬ 
ships.  In  addition,  each  college  senior  has  several  private  con¬ 
ferences  concerning  his  choice  of  colleges  and  methods  of 
applying. 

Mrs.  Eleanor  Smith  acts  as  Dean  of  Girls  but  does  not 
have  time  assigned  for  this  very  important  type  of  work.  It 
is  essential  that  we  have  more  time  available  for  Mrs.  Smith 
as  soon  as  possible  to  work  with  those  problems  pertinent 
to  girls. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  notice  that  all  faculty  members 
are  making  more  and  more  use  of  available  information  con¬ 
cerning  individual  pupils  than  at  any  time  in  the  past.  I  am 
sure  the  emphasis  we  have  placed  on  the  guidance  program 
has  carried  over  to  the  entire  faculty.  I  am  sure  also  from  the 
response  shown  that  a  more  extensive  guidance  program  is 
needed  and  desired  by  the  faculty.  In  closing  this  discussion 
on  guidance,  I  strongly  urge  the  School  Committee  to  review 
at  its  earliest  convenience  the  entire  program  with  the  pros¬ 
pect  of  expanding  it  as  much  as  possible. 
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I  have  appreciated  the  spirit  and  cooperation  revealed  by 
the  student  body  and  the  faculty  over  the  past  year. 

Your  cooperation  as  Superintendent  of  Schools  and  that 
of  the  School  Committee  and  the  entire  building  personnel  has 
made  my  work  easier  and  furthers  greater  accomplishments 
in  the  future. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EDWARD  H.  GILLESPIE, 

Principal. 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR  OF 
THE  DIGHTON  VOCATIONAL  SCHOOL 


To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools : 

It  is  a  privilege  to  submit  my  first  annual  report  as  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  Dighton  Vocational  School. 

The  main  objectives  of  our  vocational  program  are  first, 
to  train  for  good  citizenship,  and  secondly,  to  train  for  profit¬ 
able  employment. 

Blinded  by  a  traditional  outlook  on  vocational  education, 
some  parents  and  teachers  neglect  to  see  trade  training  in  its 
true  light.  More  people  must  come  to  realize  that  the  idea 
of  skilled  workers  being  inferior  citizens  is  out  of  date.  The 
1947  report  of  the  President’s  Commission  on  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  puts  this  well  when  it  stated,  “Democratic  society  does 
not  distinguish  between  citizens  and  workers.  Making  a  living 
is  a  function  of  the  citizen;  being  a  citizen  is  a  function  of  the 
worker.” 

The  boys  who  graduated  in  June  were  placed  in  fields  of 
employment  directly  connected  with  the  trade  training  they 
received  at  our  school.  The  letters  we  have  received  from  em¬ 
ployers  who  have  hired  our  graduates  are  most  gratifying. 
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However,  many  of  them  state  that  they  are  only  hiring  people 
who  have  specific  training  and  skills  such  as  our  school  offers. 

In  September  the  vocational  curriculum  was  completely 
reorganized.  Paul  Couture,  former  science  teacher  at  West- 
port,  was  added  to  our  staff.  He  teaches  citizenship,  related 
mathematics,  related  science,  and  English.  In  addition  to  his 
classroom  teaching,  he  spends  part  of  each  day  in  the  shop 
with  the  freshmen  students. 

Mr.  O’Connell  has  his  shop  class  in  woodworking,  and  also 
teaches  related  mathematics  and  science. 

I  have  classes  in  auto  mechanics,  related  mathematics,  and 
science. 

The  freshmen  group  will  spend  one-half  the  year  in  gen¬ 
eral  shop,  and  the  other  half  in  woodworking.  At  the  end  of 
the  first  year  a  student  may  elect  the  trade  in  which  he  wishes 
to  major  for  the  remaining  three  years. 

We  have  selected  a  new  committee  for  our  Advisory 
Board.  These  men  are  key  people  in  industry  and  have  shown 
a  keen  interest  in  our  program.  They  will  aid  us  greatly  in 
anticipating  trade  trends,  labor  needs,  employment  require¬ 
ments,  and  placement.  Our  curriculum  must  be  geared  to  in¬ 
dustry’s  needs. 

The  State  Department  of  Vocational  Education  has  been 
most  helpful  in  aiding  us  in  our  curriculum  reorganization.  In 
addition,  they  have  purchased  a  metal  cutting  saw  for  our 
shop. 

In  September  we  had  22  freshmen  students  enrolled  in 
our  program.  We  have  shop  facilities  for  only  14  students.  The 
organization  of  a  testing  program  is  planned,  so  that  all  stu¬ 
dents  having  mechanical  interests  and  manipulative  abilities 
will  not  be  excluded  from  entering  the  vocational  program. 

The  rapid  expansion  of  vocational  education  in  the  last  ten 
years  has  found  many  schools  in  a  difficult  position  as  far  as 
space  is  concerned.  Dighton  is  also  in  this  position.  The  wood¬ 
working  shop  lacks  storage  facilities  and  presents  crowded 
working  conditions.  The  lack  of  space  in  this  department  makes 
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the  installation  of  much  needed  equipment  impossible,  even 
though  this  equipment  could  be  obtained  without  cost  to  the 
town.  Facilities  in  the  auto  shop  are  most  inadequate.  Weld¬ 
ing,  forging,  and  spray  painting  must  be  done  outdoors.  The 
working  area  for  automobile  repair  is  extremely  small  for  the 
number  of  students  enrolled.  Storage  facilities  in  this  depart¬ 
ment  are  also  limited. 

The  frequent  contacts  with  the  trade,  employers,  and  State 
Vocational  Conferences,  has  enabled  us  to  give  the  best  avail¬ 
able  opportunities  to  our  students. 

I  sincerely  appreciate  all  the  interest  and  support  you  as 
Superintendent  of  Schools,  your  Committee,  and  all  school  per¬ 
sonnel  have  given  me. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  F.  DAY, 

Director. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF 
THE  DIGHTON  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 


To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools : 

I  herewith  submit  my  second  annual  report  as  Principal 
of  the  Dighton  Elementary  School. 

A  year  ago,  my  report  dealt  primarily  with  the  school 
cafeteria,  the  audio-visual  program  and  general  activities  in¬ 
corporated  in  the  consolidation  of  schools.  This  report  will  con¬ 
tain  a  summary  of  the  above  mentioned  activities  and  deal 
with  those  events  and  activities  that  have  been  incorporated 
during  the  past  year. 

Summary 

The  success  of  any  venture  is  generally  measured  by  the 
degree  of  its  acceptance  by  the  public — which  in  turn  deter- 
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mines  profit  or  loss.  The  acceptance  of  the  school  lunch  program 
by  parents  of  this  community  has  increased  steadily  and  at 
present  we  have  approximately  80%  participation  in  Type  A 
and  Type  C  programs. 

Favorable  comments  have  also  been  received  from  numer¬ 
ous  groups  and  individuals  who  have  visited  our  school  during 
the  past  year. 

'  .  ...  7  :  •  -.1  7.  .  7  .  7  '  .  -  •  >  . 

Continued  patronage  will  insure  continued  low  cost  meals. 

The  audio-visual  problem  of  a  year  ago  no  longer  exists 
as  purchases  made  by  the  School  Department  has  more  than 
met  the  basic  needs  of  an  adequate  and  well  balanced  program. 

These  purchases  have  been  justified  as  shown  by  the  in¬ 
creasing  enthusiasm  and  usage  displayed  by  our  staff  of 
teachers  and  also  increased  interests  displayed  by  the  students 
themselves. 

Now  that  the  play  areas  about  the  building  have  rounded 
into  shape,  as  originally  planned  by  the  Building  Committee, 
usage  of  these  areas  has  been  carried  on  under  a  supervised 
play  program.  I  believe  that  the  restricted  use  of  these  areas 
during  the  past  year  has  been  more  than  justified  by  the 
resulting  appearance  of  our  school  grounds. 

Reading  and  the  Library 

The  teaching  of  reading  has  been  stressed  again  this  year. 
All  educators  agree  that  reading  is  the  most  important  sub¬ 
ject  in  the  elementary  school  and  for  this  reason  should  receive 
the  most  emphasis  and  the  largest  time  allotment.  Many  of  our 
scholastic  failures  in  the  upper  grades  and  high  school  are 
caused  by  inability  to  read  with  understanding.  This  inability 
will  retard  a  pupil’s  progress  in  history,  geography,  science 
and  mathematics.  In  fact,  success  in, any  school  subject  is  con¬ 
ditioned  upon  the  ability  of  the  pupil  to  comprehend  what  he 
reads. 

Thousands  of  scientific  investigations  have  given  a  clearer 
understanding  of  how  to  teach  reading  and  to  develop  a  read¬ 
ing  program.  Textbook  contents  have  been  made  more  inter- 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


111 


esting  and  socially  useful  material  has  been  included.  The  Ginn 
Basic  Readers  Series  now  in  use  in  our  schools  is  considered 

one  of  the  best. 

One  of  our  chief  tasks  at  the  present  time  is  to  make  a 
variety  of  attractive  books  available  to  the  pupils  of  every 
room  and  every  grade,  even  the  first.  Reference  books  as  well 
as  fiction  should  be  included  to  supplement  the  material  in 
the  texts.  No  single  text  book  is  complete  enough  to  cover  a 
subject  thoroughly.  When  a  pupil  is  seeking  information  he 
should  have  an  abundance  of  reference  material  available.  It 
should  be  clear  from  the  above  that  we  hope  to  make  learning 
to  read  and  the  intelligent  use  of  books  one  of  the  main  ob¬ 
jectives  of  the  entire  school  life  of  the  child. 

Guidance  and  Testing 

Before  guidance  can  proceed  with  assurance,  the  school 
administrator  should  know  the  student’s  strength  and  weak¬ 
nesses.  Tests  are  a  means  of  obtaining  a  reliable  index  of  a 
student’s  pattern  of  traits.  They  afford  descriptions  of  the 
student’s  intelligence,  interests  and  achievements. 

In  April  we  administered  the  Kuhlmann-Finch  Test  of 
Mental  Maturity  and  in  May  the  Stanford  Achievement  tests. 
Inspection  of  a  confidential  summary  report  in  the  form  of  a 
profile  chart  reveals  that  in  the  Kuhlmann-Finch  Tests  26% 
of  the  enrollment  fall  in  an  above  normal  group,  25%  in  the 
normal  group  and  49%  in  the  low  normal  group. 

In  the  Stanford  Achievements  Tests,  a  summary  in  the 
form  of  a  profile  chart  reveals  that  the  group  represented  is, 
in  general,  an  average  group  with  average  scores  in  language, 
social  studies  and  arithmetical  computations.  Our  students  are 
relatively  weak  in  reading  comprehension,  arithmetic  reason¬ 
ing  and  study  skills. 

*»  •  i.y  '  • 

We  are  using  these  tests  as  a  basis  for  our  work  in  guid¬ 
ance.  We  have  used  the  results  of  these  tests  to: 

1.  Determine  the  achievement  in  a  school  by  grades  and 
subjects. 
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2.  Evaluate  instructional  materials,  teaching  methods  and 
teaching  effectiveness. 

3.  Make  a  comparison  of  the  achievement  of  the  school 
with  schools  throughout  the  country. 

4.  Establish  and  maintain  standards  uniformly  from  year 
to  year  for  admission,  placement,  promotion,  certifica¬ 
tion  and  graduation,  and  for  transfer  relations  with 
other  institutions. 

We  are  now  in  a  period  of  education  when  emphasis  on 
the  individual  child  predominates.  This  emphasis  will  be  but  a 
meaningless  slogan  unless  the  teacher  knows  the  strength  and 
weakness  of  the  child  and  can  plan  intelligently  for  his  par¬ 
ticular  needs. 

Some  of  the  purposes  for  which  the  teacher  may  use 
achievement  tests  are  the  following: 

1.  To  evaluate  the  achievement  of  each  pupil  in  terms  of 
ability  and  age. 

; 

2.  To  analyze  the  achievement  of  selected  pupils;  i.e., 
gifted,  slow,  or  other  problem  cases. 

3.  To  determine  both  amount  and  rate  of  progress  made 
by  the  individual. 

4.  To  grade  pupils  for  instruction. 

5.  To  determine  the  achievement  of  the  class  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  and  end  of  the  term. 

Our  staff  of  teachers  is  concerned  with  helping  the  child 
to  make  choices  appropriate  to  his  age  and  school  progress 
and  to  adjust  himself  to  the  school  and  his  expanding  life  out 
of  school.  In  the  first  grade  one  of  the  chief  functions  of  guid¬ 
ance  is  to  assist  the  child  in  the  transition  from  the  home  to 
the  school.  Life  in  the  home  is  relatively  free ;  the  relationship 
is  between  the  individual  child  and  the  parent;  the  child  is  a 
member  of  a  group  consisting  of  younger  and  older  persons, 
parents,  brothers  and  sisters.  In  the  school,  life  is  somewhat 
regimented;  there  are  definite  tasks  to  be  done  at  a  certain 
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time,  the  child  is  a  member  of  a  group  of  the  same  age  and 
the  same  general  mental  and  physical  development.  This  tran¬ 
sition  is  for  many  children  a  very  difficult  one  to  make,  and 
maladjustments  are  common.  Many  undesirable  attitudes  and 
emotional  sets  have  their  origin  here.  Consequently,  guidance 
is  directed  definitely  toward  personality  development,  social 
behavior,  and  problems  connected  with  learning.  It  is  distinctly 
the  whole  child  that  is  the  object  of  attention. 

Conclusion 

I  wish  at  this  time  to  express  appreciation  for  the  sup¬ 
port,  loyal  co-operation,  and  sympathetic  understanding  of  par¬ 
ents,  citizens,  school  committee  members,  co-workers,  and  all 
others  who  are  helping  in  this  important  work  of  training 
those  who  are  to  become  the  future  citizens  of  this  country. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

OLIVER  J.  COLLARD, 

Principal 

Dighton  Elementary  School. 


REPORT  OF  THE  MUSIC  SUPERVISOR 


To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools : 

Dear  Mr.  Rolfe : 

I  herewith  submit  my  second  annual  report  as  Music 
Supervisor  in  the  Dighton  Public  Schools. 

In  my  annual  report  of  last  year  I  briefly  diagnosed  our 
entire  music  program  and  prescribed  certain  treatments  which 
I  felt  would  do  much  to  improve  upon  it.  Several  of  these  treat¬ 
ments  have  now  been  a  part  of  our  program  for  several  months, 
a  period  of  time  long  enough  to  enable  us  to  see  their  effective¬ 


ness. 
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Music  in  the  Elementary  School 

Our  vocal  program  at  the  elementary  school  level  is  being 
conducted  as  it  has  been  in  the  past,  with  weekly  classroom 
visits  by  the  music  supervisor.  The  treatment  of  uncertain 
singers  continues  to  be  our  primary  concern  in  the  early  grades. 
A  new  music  book  at  the  third  grade  level  has  allowed  us  to 
present  many  new  musical  experiences  for  the  boys  and  girls 
at  this  step  in  their  musical  growth.  In  order  to  prepare  our 
third  grade  for  this  new  music  book,  our  program  has  been 
speeded  up  somewhat  at  the  second  grade  level. 

New  music  books  have  also  been  put  to  use  in  grades 
seven  and  eight.  These  books,  containing  a  wealth  of  interest¬ 
ing  musical  material,  integrate  well  with  the  music  appreci¬ 
ation  course  we  have  introduced  to  these  grades.  Such  a  course 
in  music  appreciation  presents  to  all  our  students  at  least  a 
foundation  necessary  to  the  understanding  of  good  music.  In 
the  past  such  a  foundation  has  been  available  only  to  those 
students  fortunate  enough  to  play  musical  instruments. 

Our  instrumental  program  in  the  elementary  school  has 
started  twenty-five  beginning  students  on  a  varied  assortment 
of  instruments.  These  twenty-five  boys  and  girls,  plus  the 
thirty-five  carried  over  from  last  year,  are  given  weekly,  semi¬ 
private  lessons  of  about  twenty-five  minutes  in  length. 

In  addition  to  our  elementary  school  band  of  thirty-five 
pieces,  we  have  added  an  elementary  school  orchestra  to  our 
music  curriculum  this  year.  I  felt  that  this  step  was  necessary 
in  order  to  keep  our  young  string  players  interested  through 
the  trying  years  of  adolescence.  Both  the  elementary  school 
orchestra  and  the  elementary  school  band  are  preparing  to 
take  part  in  many  of  our  school  assemblies,  and  their  re¬ 
spective  enrollments  will  be  gradually  increased  as  our  be¬ 
ginning  students  show  enough  ability  for  ensemble  perform¬ 
ance. 

Music  in  the  High  School 

Our  high  school  glee  clubs  continue  to  draw  large  num¬ 
bers  of  students.  We  are  now  preparing  a  program  for  an 
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exchange  assembly  with  Dartmouth  High  School  in  March. 
These  assemblies  afford  an  excellent  opportunity  for  our  music 
groups  to  perform  before  an  “out  of  town”  audience. 

The  high  school  band  appeared  at  all  the  football  games 
this  year  and  presented  a  marching  show  between  the  halves. 
The  band  continues  to  improve  musically  as  may  be  attested 
to  by  our  excellent  ratings  at  the  Norwood  Music  Festival 
last  May. 

The  appearance  of  twelve  violins  at  our  first  orchestra 
rehearsal  was  an  encouraging  sight.  As  I  stated  in  last  year’s 
report,  my  intention  is  to  make  our  high  school  orchestra  as 
outstanding  as  our  band.  The  strength  of  our  violin  section 
will  make  this  intention  a  real  probability  for  this  year.  We 
are  now  preparing  for  our  annual  performance  at  the  play 
contest  later  in  the  year. 

Our  smaller  musical  groups  enjoyed  a  successful  year. 
Perhaps  outstanding  among  these  was  our  boys  quartet,  which, 
in  addition  to  making  many  appearances  in  neighboring  com¬ 
munities,  won  first  place  in  the  First  Annual  Southeastern 
Massachusetts  Schoolboys  Barbershop  Quartet  Contest,  held 
in  New  Bedford  last  May.  The  clarinet  quartet  has  made  many 
public  appearances  in  the  past  year  and  it  has  done  much  to 
strengthen  the  woodwind  sections  in  both  the  band  and  the 
orchestra.  The  girls’  trio  made  a  favorable  rating  at  the  Nor¬ 
wood  Music  Festival. 

In  conclusion,  it  only  remains  to  be  said  that  any  success 
enjoyed  by  our  music  program  is  a  reflection  of  the  interest 
shown  by  all  concerned:  the  School  Committee,  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Schools,  the  school  Principals,  teachers  and  custo¬ 
dians.  Thank  you  for  your  cooperation  and  enthusiasm.  May 
we  continue  to  give  the  students  of  Dighton  an  interesting, 
challenging  music  program. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  F.  USHER,  JR., 


Music  Supervisor. 
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HIGH  SCHOOL  GRADUATION 

Dighton  High  School 
High  School  Auditorium,  June  18,  1953 


PROGRAM 

Overture — “Progress  of  Youth” 

Orchestra 

^Processional  March 

From  the  Opera  “Norma” 

Orchestra 


Invocation — 

Rev.  Carl  Helgerson 
West  Dighton  Congregational  Church 

Welcome — 

Carlton  Rezendes 
President  of  Class 

s  i 

Student  Address — The  Nature  of  Liberty 

Ann  Andrews 

Student  Address — Our  American  Heritage 

Mary  Madeline  Pontes 

Selection — “I  Believe” 

Senior  Class 


Address — 

Dr.  Martin  F.  O’Connor 
President  of  the  State  Teachers  College 
at  Framingham 


Herfurth 


Bellini 


Drake 
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Presentation  of  Awards — 

Edward  H.  Gillespie 
Principal 

Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Medal 
D.A.R.  History  Medal 
D.A.R.  Good  Citizen  Award 
John  Charves  Award 
Commercial  Award 
Bion  L.  Pierce  Awards 
Scholarship  Awards 
Cpl.  John  Dutra  Memorial  Award 

Piano  Solo — “The  Dream  of  Olweyn”  Williams 

Robert  Mansfield 

f  Presentation  of  Diplomas — 

Peter  R.  Tuttle 

Financial  Secretary  of  Dighton  School  Committee 

Selection — “Halls  of  Ivy”  Russell 

Senior  Class 

Benediction — 

Rev.  William  Dolan 
St.  Joseph’s  Church,  North  Dighton 

Recessional  March — “Red  and  Blue”  Woodrow 

Orchestra 
John  F.  Usher,  Jr. 

Supervisor  of  Music. 


*The  audience  is  requested  to  remain  seated  during  the 
Processional  March. 

fThe  audience  is  requested  to  refrain  from  applause  until 
all  diplomas  have  been  distributed. 
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CLASS  OF  1953 


Joan  Audrey  Abrams 
William  R.  Adams 
*Ann  Kathryn  Andrews 
f  David  Macomber  Ashley 
Margaret  Ann  Bartmess 

Neil  F.  Begley 
Carl  S.  J.  Berghman 
*Joyce  Marion  Bettencourt 
Robert  David  Bleau 
Andrew  C.  Carr 
Alice  Hazel  Chace 
Leonard  Hayes  Chace,  Jr. 
Russell  Mort  Chace 
*Ruthanna  Coburn 
Arnold  Constantine 
*  Audrey  May  Corser 
George  Gilbert  Costa 
Mary  Ryan  Crafford 
*Bruce  Willard  Ellis 
Lenore  Young  Evans 
Daniel  Robert  Fernandes 
James  Gracia 
Thurston  D.  Grant 
Charles  S.  Grassie 
Ann  Greenhalgh 
David  Gurney 
Eleanor  Ruth  Gurney 
Robert  Arnold  Hay 
*Sally  Tiffany  Hurrell 
Phillip  W.  Jones 
*Sona  N.  Kherlopian 
*Mary  E.  Lee 

*Shirley 


Robert  R.  Mansfield,  Jr. 
^Eleanor  Isabel  Marsden 
Shirley  Ruth  McCracken 
David  A.  Miller 

*  Betty  K.  Morth 
Richard  Warren  Oldmixon 
Dorothy  J.  Otto 

^Lorraine  R.  Paige 
Barbara  Louise  Parish 
Eleanor  M.  Perry 
Robert  Anthony  Perry 
fMary  Madeline  Pontes 
Lorraine  Helen  Rego 
*Carlton  Francis  Rezendes 
Ann  Frances  Rogers 
Eileen  Rose 

Thelma  Delphine  Santos 
Richard  Darke  Sherman 
Virginia  Jeanettee  Shove 
Nancy  Georganna  Silvia 

*  Gladys  Mary  Smith 
*Shirley  Ann  Smith 

Robert  H.  Spencer 
David  Mitchell  Stevens 
June  Henderson  Stott 
Warren  E.  Sylvester 
Frederick  Ellis  Taylor 

*  Charles  Pierce  Terry 
Everett  Andrew  Torres 
William  Alden  Turner 

*Ainsley  Elizabeth  White 
Raymond  Henry  Wordell 
Ann  Wordell 


fFirst  Honors — An  average  of  A  for  four  years. 
^Second  Honors — An  average  of  B  to  A  for  four  years. 
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Class  Officers 

Carlton  Rezendes 
David  Stevens 
Lorraine  Paige 
Joyce  Bettencourt 


President 

Vice-President 

Treasurer 

Secretary 


Class  Motto 

“Onward  and  upward  ’til  the  goal  we  win.” 
Class  Advisor:  Alice  C.  Fallon 


Dighton  School  Committee 

Wyman  E.  Hawkes,  Chairman  Mrs.  James  Carr,  Secretary 

Peter  R.  Tuttle,  Financial  Secretary 
Herbert  Holt  Lawrence  Mendoza 

John  Gray 

John  J.  Rolfe,  Superintendent  of  Schools 


120 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


GRADUATION  EXERCISES 

DIGHTON  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 

June  10#  1953 

Overture  Ribble 

Band 

Processional 


Invocation — 

Rev.  Francis  A.  McCarthy 
Pastor,  St.  Peter’s  Church 


Selection — “Challenge  to  Youth”  Beethoven 

Greetings  Beverly  Broadbent 


HISTORICAL  DIGHTON 
(Pupils — In  order  of  first  speaking) 


Barbara  Pilling 
Madeline  Ferreira 
Helen  Medeiros 
Elizabeth  Andrews 
Teresa  Davis 
Madeline  Simmons 
Thomas  Webster 
Caroline  Rose 
Arthur  Martin 
Paul  Bilodeau 


Norman  Mendoza 
Wayne  Gray 
Daniel  Jankouski 
Manuel  Phillips 
Josephine  Ferreira 
Margaret  Barry 
Natalie  Costa 
Jane  Berger 
Mary  Carvalho 
Adeline  Torres 


Selections — 

“Dear  Land  of  Home” 


Sibelius 


“Night  and  Day” 


Haydn 
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OFFERINGS  OF  A  MODERN  SCHOOL 


Beverly  Broadbent 
Judith  Barry 

Violin  Solo 

Presentation  of  Diplomas- 


Thomas  Webster 
David  Gillespie 


Carolyn  Rose 


Herbert  Holt 

Member,  Dighton  School  Committee 

Selection — Class  Song 
Benediction — 

Rev.  J.  Linton  Dwyer 
St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church 

Recessional 

John  F.  Usher,  Jr.,  Music  Supervisor 
John  J.  Rolfe,  Superintendent  of  Schools 


Paul  Bliss 


GRADUATES 


Elizabeth  Louise  Andrews 


Daniel  Raymond  Jankouski 


Judith  Crandell  Barry 
Margaret  Ann  Barry 
Raul  C.  Benevides 
Jane  Carolyn  Berger 
Paul  Joseph  Bilodeau 
Madeline  Marie  Braga 
Beverly  Jayne  Broadbent 
Mary  Louise  Carvalho 
Cynthia  Ann  Costa 
Natalie  Dolores  Costa 
Raymond  Joseph  Costa 
Theresa  Davis 
John  Allan  Donlon 
Josephine  Moniz  Ferreira 
Madeline  Ann  Ferreira 
Robert  F.  Ferreira 
David  Hutton  Gillespie 
Wayne  Sharrocks  Gray 

Thomas 


Joseph  Anthony  Marques 
Arthur  Joseph  Martin 
Helen  Louise  Medeiros 
Norman  Joseph  Mendoza 
Paul  Costa  Pacheco 
Manuel  Phillips,  Jr. 
Barbara  Ann  Pilling 
Gilbert  Pontes 
Caroline  Rose 
George  Morgan  Silver,  Jr. 
Alfred  Joseph  Silvia 
Richard  Perry  Silvia 
Madelyn  Ann  Simmons 
Robert  Bruce  Tedford 
Adeline  Torres 
Raymond  David  Torres 
Joseph  Anthony  Vargas 
Robert  J.  Viveiros 
Kilgour  Webster,  Jr. 
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ENROLLMENT  BY  SCHOOLS 
(October  1,  1953) 


Dighton  High  School 
Dighton  Elementary  School 

Tuition  Pupils — Dighton  High  School : 

Regular 

Berkley 

Freetown 

Lakeville 

Somerset 

Vocational 

Berkley 

Freetown 

Rehoboth 


273 

506 

-  779 


51 

56 

1 

1 


10 

8 

1 


128 


Net  Total  Enrollment — Dighton  Pupils 


651 


DIGHTON  SCHOOL  FACULTY— DECEMBER  31,  1953 

Dighton  High  School 
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